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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 pm,, and read pravers.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION ACT.
As te Reaulations,

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. . Wilicock—
Geraldton) {4.327: T vave an assavance fo
the HMouse eavlier in the week that T would
he able to lay on the Table the regulations
dealing with native affairs, It was impos-
=ible to have the~e regulations ready to-day,
It I assare members they will be ready on
Tuesday next.

MOTION—URGENOCY.
Drought Stricken Wheat Adreas.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have re-
coived the following letter {rom the member
for Mt. Marshall (Mr. Warner) :—

I degire to inform you that it is my inten-
tion at the sitting of the House te-day to
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myve, undey Stauding Order 47A, '“That ihe
tHlouse o now .|d|uut||" te eall attention to
the position of the prople in the marginal or
drought-stricken  areas, purticularly in the
north-castern wheat helt,
It will be necessury for seven members to
rise in their places to support the proposal.
Seven their
places,

members having  visen in

MR. WARNER (Mt.

I move-—-

Marshall) [4.:43]:

That the Ilouse do now adjoorn,

In moving this motion I wish it to be under-
sfood it is not my intention to havass, annoy
or emburrass the Government. My desive
I lo make known the dreadful conditions
that exist in the novth-east whoeatbelr, parti-
cularly the position new prevailing in the
marginal areas.  1p other words, 1 vefur to
that prortion of the wheathelt which has again
this vear suffered from dvought eonditions.
Probably many wembers  have read the
Press reports on the subject, and have
heard the sifuation diseussed outside the
Houose, 1 wish to rveveal the position as it
is so that members may draw their own eon-
clusions concerning the mental anguish suf-
Ferl by those persons who, through no
fault of their own, have again expericnved
these terrible condilions.  They have heen
to all the expense of puiting in erops that
Natupe delermined should never be gar-

nered,  They have given of their labeur in
vain, inenrred the cost  of  super-
phosphate,  suffered  the loss of soed

wheat, had the wear and tear upon their
machinery, and in many instances have done
their  farming work either on  borrowed
money or on eredit. In this way they have
asdded to the burden that alveady bore heav-
ilv upon them. T do not intend to labour
the question {urther than is necessary. Be-
vond the boundaries of the Mt. Marshall
olectorate T do not intend to go, but will
loave to members represeniing adjoining
districts the presontation of the situation
vxisting there. In my remarks I am not in-
cInding that which might be termed poor
crops, that is, in the area below a line drawn
from Nungarin on the east to about ten miles
sonth of Koorda on the west, Most of the
crops sown north of that line will yield little
per acre for sale. Some farms will produce
a little wheat over and above sced require-
ments, but not many will do so. A crop that
vnes under two bushels per aere will not pay
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to strip when wheat is at 2s.,, and will only
pay approximately the cost of the fuel re-
quired to draw the harvester, the cost of
cartage, and labour. The wheat in most in-
stances would also be shrivelled and light,
and possibly unsuited for next year’s seed.
As it would be under the f.a.q. standard, it
would not easily sell, and would be refused
by the merchants. To make things worse,
large areas have been put in under lien to
merchants, who, in some instances, have re-
ceived no return from last year’s operations.
This is the fourth year of drought suffered
by many of thesc farmers. Several of them
arc clients of the Agricultural Bank, and the
majority have heen on the Agricultural Bank
and receiving T.A.B. assistance for two years
or more. Members ean imagine the condition
in which_these people find themselves. An
allowance of from £6 to £8 a month from
Government institutions has been their only
income.  Faced as they are with another
drought, they can look for no return from
their labour; only a further accumulation of
debt added to all the encumbrances already
in existence. Can we wonder that a ery goes
up for some assistance to these people in
their miscrable circumstances. The main rea-
son why I adopt this conrse is to give effect
to the views of these afflicted people. They
want to be assurcd that the Parliament of
this Stafe is fully aequainted with the posi-
tion, and desire that wmembers shall sec
thines for themselves. Most memhbers have
probably received an invitation from the Mt.
Marshall Road Board to attend a meeting in
the distriet on the 30th of this month. Pos-
sibly the Premier has also reccived one. Tf
he conld be persuaded to attend the meeting
himself, his presence would exercise the
greatest possibie influence. Tailing his at-
tendanee, T hope it will be possible for him
to be represented at the meeting. The people
would then be satisfied that their position
was being closely watched by the Govern-
ment, and they would know that the calamity
that has befallen them was realised in all its
disastrous effects. A statement to some such
effect from the Premier, should he attend the
meeting, or his representative would do much
to ealm the feelings of sadness and despair.
I am sure that a steadying effect would be
the outecome, enabling the farmers to await,
with some patience, the ultimate decision of
the Government as to its intentions with re-
gard to help to be rendered. For the infor-
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mation of the House, I will read the invita-
tion that has been scnt to various members
by the Mt. Marshall Road Bonrd under date
the 21st October—

A public meeting of all farmers in the ayrih-
castern whent belt will be held at the Ben-
cabbin hall on Sunday the 30th October, 1938,
at 2 pan, sharp. This meeting is convenerd by
the Mt., Marshall, Koorda, Mukinbudin and
Kununoppin-Trayning Road Boards for Lihe
purpuse of discussing the Government policy
towards drought relief and the future poliey
in this district. We would welcome your pre:
sence as we feel sure that if you attended and
saw the conditions that cxist, you must sup-
port any measure for relief of this district.
As may be expeeted, the prevailing condi-
tions have caused me a great deal of concern
and have necessitated many trips throughout
iy clectorate. I have received letters that
would indeed bring sadness o the heart of
any member of this Chamber representing
a seetion of the commnunity so adversely
affected. As a result of the position in which
50 many of the settlers find themselves owing
to the drought, meectings have been held not
only of the produeers’ organisations but of
the loeal governing bodies in the districts
affected. Many resolutions have been carried
and forwarded to various members of Par-
liament, in the hope that effect will be given
to the ohjeets therein ontlined. I will place
hefore the House some of those resolations.
As there are so many couched in the same
strain. it will not he necessary for me to
take up the time of members by reading
them =all, but those I shall present
will, T helieve, he sufficient to make members
realise the nature of the existing conditions
and the need for a definite statement from
the Government regarding the action it in-
touds to take. That course is essential if the
ahandenment of quite & large area of wheat
land is to be prevented. Tt is necessary, too,
50 that we shall avoid the loss not only of
some of our hest farmers, but the angment-
ing of the already large number of unem-
ploved men and wotnen in the metropolitan
aren.

The position must he viewed from another
angle, that of arranging finance to enable
the favmers to remain on their holdings and
to maintain production until the eyele of bad
seasons has passed. Obviously, that conrse
wonld he far more economical than if the
positinn were allowed to drift and the dis-
tressed farmers and their families were
added to the already large nwmber in receipt
of sustenance. If these people were able to
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remain on their holdings, it might be found
that next year a good harvest would be
reaped, which would place them in a more
ot less safe position. It would mean that
there would be some wheat For export and
the settlers would be able to continue their
task of production. On the other hand,
approximately the same amount of expendi-
ture would be entailed if these farmoers were
allowed to drilt te the ¢ity, where they
would have to he provided with sustenanec
work, as would be nccessarvy if assistance
were rendered so that they could stay on
their holdings, The uncertainty of the posi-
tion gives rise to the demand for informa-
tion from the Government as to what is to
be done.  Members will readily understand
that, as things are now, the farmers are not
only wasting their lives but those of their
wives and children as well. What is desired
to quell the fears, and maintain the morale,
of the suffering settlers is a knowledge of
what the Government’s policy really is.
Does the Government intend that the mar-
rinal districts shall be abandoned, or does it
intend to assist the farmers to remain on
their holdings by enabling them to put in
another crop, in the hope that next season
will be normal.  Many of the farmers, it
must he borne in mind, have eropped for the
past few years ou the strength of liens with
the merchants, and they may not be ahle to
secure credit next vear. 1 have heard it
suggested that some of the merchants intend
to cut the loss and pull out. "Thus, a forther
call will have to be made on the Agricultural
Bank, if the settlers are te be kept in pro-
duction. If they are to remain on their
farms, agsistanee will be necessary to enable
them to obtain super and other cssential
supplics so that they will be able to crop
their holdings next vear. Here are some of
the resolutions that have been passed al
meetings and these will serve to indicate the
state of affairs in the dronght-siricken
areas—

At a representative meeting of all organisa-
tions in the Mt. Marshall Read Board area in
conjunction with the Mt. Marshall Road Beard,
held in Beneubbin on Saturdny, 8th October,
the following resolutions were carried unanim-
ougly for pubmission to the State Country
Party by Mr. F. L. Warner, M.L.A,, and after
consideration by the Country Party, to be
placed before the State Government.

Failing prompt action by the Government to
these proposals we suggest that the Country
Party should, to bring these proposals before
the country, move the adjournment of the
House on these questions.
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(1) That owing to the serious position of
settlers in the north-eastern wheat belt after
three seasons of drought, we ask the State
Government to obtain from the Federal Gov-
crnment  sufficient funds to pay an acreage
honus te farmers so that erop returns nnil
Lonus will amount to £1 per acre minimum,
stich bonus to he averaged on the opening price
of wheat,

{2) That we, the people vitally concerned,
having endured the trials of endeavouring to
produce wheat and sheep under the present and
past aceepted policy of Australinn and State
Governments and fully realising the hopeless
task of continuing under such conditions; em-
phatically urge the State Government imme-
diately to declare and make known its future
policy for the marginal and drought aitected
arcas, with speeial regard as to whether the
Government is prepared to advance sufficient
moneys to make the future carrying on more
encouraging and hopeful,

(3) That Mr. F. L. Warner, M.L.A,, he re-
quested to bring the subject of the Rural Re-
lief Act before his party with a view to hav-
ing the henefits of the Act made available to
any farmer who has already had advantage of
the Aet and who finds himself in financial Aif-
fieulties, so that he shall have another oppour-
tunity of placing his difficultics before that
Board.

There is another letter that T shall read to
the HMouse as caleulated to inform members
further as to the actual position. It is signed
by Mr, H, Felstead, chairman of the Mt,
AMarshall Road Board and is dated the 15th
October—

At o meeting of the Mt. Marshall Road
Board held on the 13th, the question of drought
rclief was diseussed.

Parlinment will go into recess shortly, and
it is imperatively neeessary that some action
he taken bLefere then. It wns decided that if
a satisfactory report from the Country Party
wus not reccived before the 22nd, this Board
in conjunction with Koorda, Kununoppin
Trayning and Mukinbudin Road Boards, were
te conveng n large public meeting on the 30th
in Bencubbin Hall at 2 p.m. sharp, and ‘were
to notify the Country Party that we expect
them to be present.

Desperate troubles need desperate remedies,
and we expect the presence of the members of
the Country Party so that we can place the
position before the whole of the party that
they may fully realise its importance.

Unless some pronouncement is made imme-
diately by by the Govermment fer more liberal
sustenance or assistanee mext year there is
nothing surer than thabt there will bhe a whole-
sale abandonment of the north-eastern distriet,

The exodus has already begun and we fear
that it will beyond ocur powers to check it
unless some effective encouragement is given
to the farmers to remain.

Quite a number of leading farmers, all ex-
perienced wmen, are talking of elearing out. They
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are diseournged and have lost heart owing te
the indifference of the Government,

Another letter T have received is from the
Secretary of the Westonia Road Board. It
is dated 24th Qctober, 1938, and is as fol-
lows :—

Drought Relief: I have pleasure in enclos-
ing a report of the public mcgting held av
Walgoolan on Saturday lust. We trust that
you and your eolleagues will be able to bring
about speedy assistance to the drought-siricken
farmers threugh action in the House. We ean-
not state too strongly the urgency with which
assistance is required, and which is stressed in
resolntion No. 8.

There are a number of resolutions embodied
in a report of that meeting which T will
read to the House—

WESTONIA ROAD BOARD.
Report of Meeting.

Convened by the Westonia Road Board to dis
cuss the dignster facing large numbers of far-
mers through drought, one of the largest mass
meetings of farmers held in the wheatbelt took
place @t Walgoolan on SBaturday last, 22nd Oec.
tober. The Chairman of the Board, Mr. 1. A,
Davies, presided, and Messrs. C. F. Baster,
MI.C., I G. Boyle, M.LLA,, T. H. Powell,
President of the Wheat and Wool Growers’
Union, and J, 8. Teasdale, President of the
Primary Producers’ Associntion, were present
by invitation, as were cepresentatives of the
Merredin nnd Nungarin Road Boards, Merre-
din Chamlier of Commerce, Agricultural, Com-
monwealth and Assocvinted Banks.  Apologies
for non-attendance were received from the
member for the district, Mr. G. .J, Lambert,
and from Messra, Cornell, Wood and Hamers-
leys, MsL.(., F. L. Warner, MLA, L. F.
Kelly, Chairman Yilgarn Road Board, and H.
Arvundel, Bank of New South Wales.

The following resolutions were earried:

1. That owing to the serious position of set-
Hers in the dronght-affected areas after threc
seasons of drought and o general failure of
crops this season, we ask the State Government
to have the fiour tax paid on an aereage instead
of a bhushel basis; s n minimam erop retarn
of onc ponnd per uere is neeessary fo cover
working expenses, any halance needed to hring
crop returng and flour tax payments up to one
pound per acre should he made up by a further
payment by the State Government.

2, That we, the people vitally concerned,
having endured the trials of endeavouring te
produce wheat and sheep under the present amd
past aecepted policy of Australian and State
Governments. nnd fully realising the hopeless
task of continning undev sueh conditions, em-
phatically urge the State Government to imme-
diately deelsre and make known its future
policy for the marginal and drought-affected
areas, with special regard as to whether the
Government is preparcd to advance suflicient
moneys to make the future earrying on more
encouraging and hopeful.
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4. That the full amount of drought reliet
he paid to the farmers personally.

4. That the Btate Government be requested

to immediately obtain from the private banks
a statement as to their policy regarding the
earrying on of their farmer elients in the ecas-
tern and north-castern districts; unless a defin-
ite undertaking be given by the banks to carry
on all their elients the Government should at
once take steps to protect the crop proceeds
so that sweh may be used by the Agricultura)
Bank to earry on uamy farmer nceding assist-
ance, whother he be un Agricultural Bank client
or net.
3, That the Bural Relief Aet be amended
making it compulsory for the Director to issue
to any farmer applying fer same, a stay order
eovering for a period of seven years all se-
cured and unsecured debts incurred prior to the
date of the umendment.

6. That legislation be cnacted by the Stote
Purlinment declaring nnll and void any ar-
rangements between creditors and debtors hy
which o debtor has vontracted himseclf our of
any moratorium or other relief legislation, and
that any attempt by a creditor to induce a
debtor to enter into such contract be made a
punishable offrnce.

7. That the State Government he asked to
introduee legislation to redieve those farmers
who for any reason are heing, or have heen,
foreed to lcave their farms, of the personal
vovenant attuched to them respeeting the debis
incurred in farming operations.

8. That the members for Yilgarn, Avon and
Murchison be requested to immediately arrmge
for a moetion for the adjournment of the House
to draw attention to the disaster facing 1he
farmers and the State generally owing to the
drought, and to either initinte or actively sup-
port the legislation and other aetion embaodied
in the foregoing veselntions,

9. In order to prevent a wholesale exodus
of Earmers from the eastern distriets, this mass
meeting of farmers desive the CGovernment to
implement without delay a linking-up seheme of
farms up to five thousand neres in order that
such farms may he conducted as sheep proper.
ties. 1t is further of the opinion that only hy
providing the necessary capital for water con-
servition, feneing and stocking up with sheep
can any saving he made of the heavy expendi-
ture incurred in these dry areas. This meeting,
realising that wheatgrowing over a number of
vears is n financial failore, is emphatically of
the opinion that eapitalisation should he hased
on a sheep-earrying ecapacity only.

10, This meeting desires the Government to
provide facilities on the most generous lines
for those farmers who wish to transfer to safe
rainfall areas, and to provide properties on sneh
n eapitalisation basis as will permit them to
enpage in agricultural operations with a rea-
sonable hope of suceess,

11.  This meeting of farmers desires the Gov-
crnment, in alloeating the linked-up farms, to
give first consideration to settlers who are al-
ready in the Aistriet, and whe have proved by
frinl the unsuitabibity of the distriet for wheat-
growing.
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The Chairman of the Agriculéural Bank,
Mr. Donovan, has travelled extensively
through the drought-stricken areas; and no
doubt, with the money made available to
him, will do the best he can for those con-
cerned. The question is, however, what
amount will be made available to bhim for
the purpose. That is the great concern of
many settlers at present. The following is
a report of an interview with Mr. Donovan
which appeared in the “West Australian”
of the 17th October, and which supports
the statements I have made:—

““There will be many complete erop failures
in the areas north and east of Lake Brown and
east of Merredin,’’ the chairman of the Agri-
enltural Bank Commission (Mr, 8. B. Dono-
van) said in a statement yesterday on his re-
turt from a tour of the droughi-affected dis-
tricts in the morth-castern wheat belt.

The absence of rain during the past montl,
hie said, had changed the State’s crop pros-
peets, particnlarly in the outer distriets, The
position in the affected areas had beew closely
watched by the commissioners doring the past
two months and the tour just completed was
the third made by him during the past few
weeks, the Geraldton distriet having been
visited on the first trip.

‘A3 to the wheat crop position,”” he said,
““the crops in the Northam, Wongan Hills,
Dowerin  and  Cunderdin  distriets, or areas
within a radius of approximately 130 miles
of Perth, are well nup to average, some very
fine erops being seen in those distriets. Many
crops inspeeted in the Wyalkatehem and Kel-
lerberrin districts are quite good and should
produce pood yields but further north and east
from those districts crops gradnally fell away
unfil in the areas north and cast of Lake Brown
and cast of Merredin there will be many com-
plete crop failures. The erops south of the
Eastern Goldfields railway were found to im-
prove as one proceeds southwards from the
railway. Some anxiety is being felt at the
moment concerning the possibility of pinched
grain. The erops on the lighter land, how-
ever, shounld finish off guite satisfactorily, but
those on the heavier land will, of ecourse, be
subject to such possibilitics. The districts most
affeeted by drought conditions are those which
have suffered similarly during the past three
vears and, as a result, the progress of the com-
missioners’  reconstruction-of-settlement  pro-
posals in the outer districts which provided for
increased areas and a change over from wheat-
srowing to sheep raising and wheatgrowing,
has been serionsly affeeted.’’

Then the Chairman of the Commissioners
went on fo cxplain the position in regard
to the water supply, and concluded by say-
ing it was his intention to make another
tour of the distrieis at an early date. What
I have read satisfics me that the Bank Com-
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missioners fully realise the servious condition
of affairs existing at present,. I am
wondering, however, what amount of
money will be made available for the par-
posces of velief. T trust I have made my-
self sufficicntly elear and hope members
will not consider that I have taken up an
unnecessary  amount of time in bringing
this subject forward. The people wha are
so seriously affected are represented by all
of us here and I, at anv rate, am familiar
with their good qualities. On many ocea-
sions they have bronght their troubles to
me, and T have rendered them all the as-
sistanee it was in my power to give. My
heart really goes out te them, and T do my
best to represent their difficultios in the
proper quarter. To-day I have told mem-
bers all about the misfortune that has over-
taken a section of the community, and I
ean only express the hope that it will be
possible for the Government to do sonie-
thing to glleviate the distressful eonditions.
T have no intention of dwelling upon the
locust pest becanse T ventilated that fuliy
on a previous oceasion. T will, however,
content myself by remarking that my pre-
dictions have proved correet. The pest is
now to be found over a considerable area
and my infant of that period has developed
into a big c¢hild. Tt has hopped over many
electoral houndaries, and doubtiess we shall
hear, perhaps daring the discussion on the
motion, something more about it. T think
T have put the position hefore the House
clearly and fairly, and I hope that every
member will agree that he, and not except-
ing the memher for Mt. Marshall, will sup-
port the Government in any action that it
may be decided to take.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willpock—
Geraldton) [5.3]: The hon. member must
be quite aware that the Government 1is
familinr with the cxisting condition of af-
fairs in the areas to which he has referred.
To think otherwise would be a reflection
on him and on other members representing
agricultural districts. Not onee or twice,
but on many oceasions the Government has
had brought under its notice the unfortun-
ate position of the farmers in some of the
agrieultural distriets. We as a Government
fully appreciate what the success of the
agricultural industry means to the people
generally, and T think I ean truly say that
during the last seven or eight weeks I have
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not failed each morning to look at the rain-
fall records and the weather forecasts ap-
pearing in the newspaper each morning.
We all know the effect of the climatic con-
ditions on our national income and prosper-
itv. T ean understand that the people in
the affected agrieultural areas consider
their troubles to he overwhelming, and they
feel they ave likely to be forgotten when
attention is drawn fo the adverse condi-
tions that are being experienced by others.
T assure them that is not so.  Members
representing  agricultural  constitnencies
know what the Government has done, and
what it is prepared to do, and under what
conditions velief will he granted to those
that have suffered severe misfortune, not
only dnring the present year or last yecar,
hut unforfunately during the last three or
four years. I assure the member for Mt
Marshall and members generally that the
Government has no intention of letting
down the agriculiural industry, no intention
whatever of abandoning those people who
are the vietims of wisfortune. If is owmr
responsihility fo help them, and the Go-
vernment will go to their aid again as it
has done in the past; and if the position
should be worse than it has bheen hefore
it will he met with greater remedial mea-
sures. If T desired to dissemble about the
matter T could say that the Federal Govern-
ment should come fo our assistance, that we
should advance cur claims in that sphere to
the greatest possible degree and press for
maney te he made available for granting
relief. Then we eould have said that we
had done all that eould have been expacted

of ns. and that we had exerted all our
influence in that direetion. We ¢onld do
all that if we desired to ecreate the

impression that the Government had no in-
tention of doing much. It could create some
sort of agitation and then say, “Yes, we
agree that it is the responsibility of the
nation to smecour people who are in dis-
tressed eireumstances.”  That, however.
would only be letting the people down. We
know that the Federal Government has been
asked for assistance, that it considered the
matter, and that it replied, “This should he
the responsibility of the State Government;
do not lean on us. When a section of the
citizens is suffering misfortune, you wmust
attend to it.” It wounld not be mmeh good
our saying that we did not agree with that
policy. We can do something, but we cannot
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do as much as we would like to do. We can-
not give all the assistance that people think
fhey are entitled to veceive, but we ean and
will dn everything that is reasonably pos-
sible, and will meet the suffering settlers in
a fair and, I might say, even a generous man-
ner. I do not know that I can give any
greater asswrance that funds will he pro-
vided. As members know, the State itsclf
has had to suffer reductions in loan moneys
that have been made available, and further,
we have not a surplus on revenue acconnt.
The agricalturists may be inelined to think
that the money at our dispesal has been
nllocated in other directions, and that the
Government may forget those who are in
distress. The Government has no intention
other than to render help to those who need
it. There is proof of this in what the Gov-
ernment has done during the past two or
three years, and that should be sufficient
evidence that those to whom the hon. mem-
ber has refevred this afternoon will be the
first care of the Government, I suppose
some members representing eonstituencies
where men are on relief work, and some un-
fortunately on sustenance enly, will think
that those people have a greater claim for
support. The member for Subiaco, for in-
stance, is obsessed with the idea that a free
milk supply for children is of greater im-
portance, and should he dealt with in a
proper manner. Other people believe that
many things could and should be done by the
Government. Unfortanately the Government
is not in a position fo render help to the
gencrous cxtent that it would like to de.
The agrienlturists have received a fair
amount of help, and I think we might sav
generous help. At the same time, nothing
that we can do for them can adequately com-
pensate those who are suffering from the
effects of drought. All their labour has gone
for nothing, all their hopes have been dashed,
and the only result has been disaster. We
cannot say to them, “As you should have
had a 10 or 12-bushel crop, here is £1,000
to make up for it.”” What we can be expected
to do is to see that those who are sufferiny
will have their misfortunes shared by the
rest of the community. Thus, whatever
assistanee is reasonably fair will be given,
The member for Mt. Marshall the other day
invited me and other members to attend 2
conference, but I do not think my attendance
would have made any difference. All that
the conference conld have told us wopld
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have been the facts as we have heard them
related by the hon. member, We were all
well aware of the acute position, and could
not have been further enlightened. [ am
aware too, that the Bank Commissioners
have been through those districts, and their
duly, on returning fo the city, would be to
approach the Minister for Lands, or, in his
absence—members are aware that that Min-
ister has been attending a meeting of the
Loan Couneil—come direet to me. In tumn
I would apprise the members of the Govern-
ment. of the position. Tt can safely be said.
however, that if we went to Walgoolan or
Bencubbin it would not be possible
to learn more than we already know. The
hon, member invited me to Beneubbin, and
I think T should read to the House the lei-
ter I wrote in reply, because it epito-
mises the Government’s policy on the matter.
It is addressed to Mr. Felstead, Chairman of
the Mt. Marshall Road Board, and rcads—

I desire to aeknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 21st instant, but I regret that,
owing to a prier engagement, it will not be
possible for me to attend the public meeting
to he held at Bencubbin on Sunday next,

The Government is fully alive to the serions
drought conditions prevailing in portions of
the wheat helt. The Commissioners of the
Agricultural Bank have not only received de-
tailed reports from their braneh officers, but
have personally visited most of the affected
areas. The prolonging of the dry spell has
necessitated a revision of the estimated ex.
penditure rcquired to meet the position, and
this will be completed within a few days.

In addition to the preparation of estimated
expenditure in providing drought relief for
the ensuing year, the Commissioners are hav-
ing a complete stocktnking made hy ‘the Bank’s
field officers in each Agricultural Bank dis-
trict. The stockinking will eover mot only
settlers’ requirements but will also provide
complete information respecting stocks held by
other secttlers in order that the Bank clicunts’
requirements as far as possible might be fonnd
locally.

During the past three yenrs the sum of
£344,415 has been made available by the Gov-
ernment for dronght velief, this amount being
in addition to refunds of intercst and relief
afforded scttlers in other ways by the Com-
missioners of the Agricultural Bank.

Tt is the definite intention of the Govern-
ment to make relief available again this year
to deserving settlers whose crops have suffered
by reason of drought conditions, The Govern-
ment has the utmost sympathy with those un-
fortunate people who, through no fault of their
own, have been afflicted by an unprecedented
gequenee of droughts, Settlers whose eases are
of a deserving mnature may rest aasnred that
they will receive every consideration.
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As already anncunced, it is proposed to in-
troduce shortly legislation to provide for n
home consumption price for wheat, the pro-
cecds to be Aistributed among wheatgrowers.
The Hononrable Mr. Troy hus been making
representations in an endeavour to have por-
tion of the money distributed on an acreage
basis or in seme manner which will enable those
people to benefit whose erops have been affected
by the drought. You will be aware, of course,
that this aspeet of the scheme is under the
control of the Commonwealth Government, with
whom the final decision rests.

‘For some time Mr, Troy has heen giving the
matter of drought relief his personal atten-
tton, During his abscnce in the Eastern States
he has beon making further inquiries into the
subject there, and on his return at the end of
this week complete eonsideration will be given
to the whole gquestion,

I do not know that I can add anything to
what is epitomised in that letter, which has
already gone to the correspondent who for-
warded the invitation to me through the
member for Mt. Marshall. [ have reports
here from the Agrienltural Bank. I could
read them, but they contain information
stmilar to that read from the Press by the
hon. member. The Chairman of the Agri-
cultural Bank and the other Commissioner
who visited that area did not return to the
eity and maintain secreey. They did not
say, “We do not want to say anything about
this beeause there might be & clamour for
relief; therefore we shall keep silent.” They
brought the position immediately to the
notice of the Government, and in order that
il the citizens of Western Australia shonld
be fully aware of the conditions, and realise
that the Government would necessarily have
to make money available for relief purposes,
they gave a statement to the Press. T do
not mind people in trouble having publi:
meetings to diseuss their diMeultics. Tt is
just as well that people faced with such
conditions should meet together as com-
panions in misfortune in the hope that some
solution of their problems might eventuate
from the meeting. I do not blame them for
trying to persuade every member of Parlia-
ment, and the Premier, and anybody else,
to attend such meetings, but the Govern-
ment is fully aware of the position and
would not be more aware of the position if
some of its members attended sueh meet-
ings. We have received reports from every
field officer.. We know the position, and that
we shall have to help these people in their
troubles. It is not a question of having to
help them, or merely being willing to help
them. The faet is that the Government is
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anxious to be of assistance to people in mis-
fortune who have done their job in attempt-
ing to produce wealth that will he of bene-
fit not only to themselves but to the country
generally. I do not know that I should de-
tai! what the Agricultural Bank has done, or
the conditions prevailing in the affected
areas, or the estimated expenditure on
drought relief, or what has been done in re-
gard to the provision of water supplies and
in surveying the whole position in other
areas, from which we may have to transport
stock beeause of the lack of water and feed.
All these matters are being considered and
plans are being made fo assist those people.
All T ean say is that what the Government
has done in the past is an augury of what it
is prepared to do in the future. Tf those
people desire an assurance that no less as-
sistance will be given to them than before,
or that the assistance will not be given on
such good terms as formerly becanse money
may be searce, I ¢an assure them that money
will be found to maintain the standard set
in regard to relief expenditure.

The Government does not have to wait
for people to tell it what the position is.
We did not wait until there was a plague of
grasshoppers before action was faken. When
it berame apparent that the pest might
spread to other pavis of Western Australia.
we fook time by the forelock and obtained
supplies of peison hait readr for despateh
te people immediately it was necessary for
them fo have it. The poison wa- for-
warded on reeeipt of an applieation.  As a
matter of fact, people were asked to notify
the Aerienltural Department whether locnstz
were likely to appear in plague form in
their district. T know, and the mem-
her for Greenough knows, that at
Northampton it was perecived 12 weeks
azo that the pest was likely to appear in
plagne form and te do inealenlable damage.
A telezram was thervefore despatehed, and
before n week elapsed supplies of poison
were forwarded to the distriet. Because of
the promptness with which remedial aetion
was taken, millions of those inseets were
destroyed before thex were in n condition
to do very much harm. A similar position
prevails in regard to drought conditions.
TWe have our finger on the polse all the fime
and are devising remedial measures. We
are anxions to find out what measures will
be necessary to provide relief that may be
required.
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I do not blame members of the House for
secking an adjouroment, but there is no
necessity for it becanse the Government is
fully aware of the position aud is ready to
render n veasonable amount of assistance
wherever it may be needed. The Minister
for Lands will be back in Perth on Satur-
day, and he will knew what the situation is
i the Eastern States, some of which are
suffering drought conditions similar to ours,
I know that the position in South Australia
is not {oo good in many aveas. I read in
the Press vesterday that the whole position
in New South Wales had undergone g
change, and that a good season seems to be
assured there. T bope it is. However, that
was not the prospect when I was in New
Sonthk Wales.

Mr. Patrick: The Australian estimate ig
530,000,000 bushels less than that of last
vear,

The PREMIER: Yes; and it is necessary
that in respeet of the States that are suffer-
ing from adverse elimatie eonditions, uniform
action should be taken. Mr. Troy would
have been back to-day had it not been that
he de~ired to eonsult with the Ministers con-
trolling the agricultural industry in other
States in order to discover whether it is not
possible {o render assistance to those suffer-
ing adverse elimatic conditions as well as to
wheaterowers suffering from adverse prices.
The Government asks people in the affected
distriets to make overy effore to harvest as
much as they possibly ean. If there is a
possibility of their getting only one or two
bushels from an area, they are urged not te
sav. "This crop has gone: therve is no use
putting the harvester on to it.” Evervbody
should try to help himself, and if he does he
will not find the Government lacking in the
provision of assistance.

MR, LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Cooleardie)
[5.25]: T am glad that the member for Mt.
Marshall has submitted the motion, and it
is pavticularly pleasing to note the generous
and sympathetie attitude of the Premier to-
waprds people who unfortunately ave suffer-
ing drought conditions at present. That is
only what one would expeet, and that sym-
pathetic attitude towards those so afflicted is,
T am sure, shared by the meanest unit in the
comuwunity, and by all members of the
Hanse,  As the Premier pointed out, the
posilion is an awkward oune to approach. In
portions of my electorate drought conditions
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bave prevailed for six or seven years. Side
by side with that ave the low prices that
have obtained. The problem should be ap-
proached {rom this viewpoint: that when any
section of the community iz suffering as
those farmers are suffering, the responsi-
bility for assisting it should be shared by
the whole eommunity. Some portions of the
State, as the Premicr has pointed out, are
not so adversely affeeted as are those in the
onter marrinal areas of the wheatbelf.

To what extent the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmient wil be prepared to assist we do
not know, but representations could be
made. The people of the Eastern States
should reahise that Western Australia has a
higger responsibility than the more settled
portions of the Commonwealth that have had
an opportunity te take advantage of the
cconnmic conditions laid down by the Com-
monwealth Government.  That greater re-
sponsibility is due to the commitments with
which we in Western Australia are faeed in
owr attempt to build up a2 young and un-
developed State. Tf Western Australia counld
hreome a manufacturing unit, and sapply it-
self with the £12,000,000 or £13,000,000
worth of goods at present imported from the
Fastern States, there is no doubt that the
Government would readily he able to give
relief tn those suffering from adversec con-
ditions. Apart from the broader aspect of
wheat production in Australia on an econo-
mi¢ hasis, consideration must be given, in
approaching the qoestion, to world economie
conditions. When one realises that there was
a earrv-over last vear of 12,000,000 bushels
of wheat, and that possibly the ordinary safe
margin is only about 50 per eent. of that,
one perceives immediately that that carry-
over is responsible for the depressed prices
of wheat to-day. That is only one aspeect of
the ease.  There are other aspeets. For
example, the Government has regard for
placing farmers on na totally new basis.
TWhen wheat prodnetion hegan in Western
Australia, a priee was charged for land, and
then the farmer was lent money to speculate
upen two factors in wheat production—the
seasonal factor and the market price. Those
were the two dangerous and unstable ele-
ments upon which Governments preceding
the T.ahour Party risked State funds. A
corrective must be found for the present
situation, and the only possible corrective
is the eiving of credit by the Government
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and the adoption of a sympathetic attitude
on the part of the Agricuitural Bank. The
woving of the motion by the member for
Mt. Marshall was a neecessary act. The hon.
member has been through the districts
affected, devoting week in and week out, at
heavy expense, to visiting the farmers so as
to keep himself civsely informed of the con-
ditions. Bvery member of the House will
join in the Premier’s assurance that the
Glovernment accepts full responsibility for
those who are suffering to-day. Unfortun-
ately it is net only the farmer himself, but
also the wife and the ehildren, far removed
from the amenities of the city. I trust that
the Government will find, either through the
Commonwenlth Government or the Common-
wealth Bank or some other agency, the means.
of rendering full and fitting assistance. Let
us hope that Providence will yet grant the
onthaek pioneers some recompense for their
work in developing the remote portiens of
Western Australia.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [5.32]: T was in-
deed pleased to hear the Premier’s definite
and straightforward vesponse to the motion
of the member for Mt. Marshall, T acknow-
leddere that neither side of the House is long
in doubt after the Premier has made a pro-
nouncement. In this instanee his statement
will Bring renewed hope to from 2,000 to
2,500 settlers in the north-eastern portion of
the wheat helt, and materially lessen their
anxieties.  The dronght was not hrought
ahout by any Governnent, and no Govern-
nient. could evade it,  Unfortunately, how-
ever, the results come right home to be deslt
with by the Government of the day. T feel
quite sure that the assistanee proevionsly
ziven will be renewed. T noticed from some
fieures quated in the Premier’s lotter to Mr.
Felstead, of Brucubbin, that during the past
three years a total of £341,000 had been
advanced to settlers. T am sure it was an
involuntary omission on the hon. gentleman’s
part when he failed to state that £317,000
of that tofal had already been repaid.

The Premier: 1 acknowledge that,

Mr. BOYLE: T desire that those men
should be given eredit for having repaid
when they had a chance to do so. T have
no donht they will act similarly in future.

The Premier: That is their responsibility.
They must play fair with the State.

My, BOYLE : Of course the moral vespon-
sibility resting upon the farmers to meet
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their obligations is entirely dependent upon
circumstances. I think thew, will try to
measure up to that obligation, but the odds
arc greatly against their being able to do so.
Western Australia is facing an unpreece-
dented drought. The oldest inhabitants of
the stricken areas cannot eall to mind a
sequence of four bad seusons. The misfor-
tune that has oceurred there is now assum-
ing national proportions, Take the Merre-
din Road Board district. Up to two years
ago, that district had over a long series of
years returned an average of 12 hushels of
wheat per acre. I mention this beezuse I do
not want those distriets that are affeeted to
be econdemned as drought-stricken areas.
They are not. This drought is something en-
tirely new in the long history of the settle-
ment of those areas, One bas only to look
at the returns from the Researeh Farm at
Morredin to realise that the average produe-
tion over o number of vears amounts to
about 14 or 15 bushels per acre. Further east,
at Walgoolan, one farmer showed me returns
over 12 years of 17§ hushels to the acre.
I wish to impress upon the Government, and
I wish it to go abroad, that these districts
are not finished as whe.lt -grawing dislriets.
An idea is being called up that thc distriets
in question should be abandoned. True, the
settlers have been driven out of the Bull-
finch area; and the miners’ settlement at
Southern Cross has been abandoned. But
there myst be a limit or a frontier beyond
which we will not recede. That fronticr is
not further east than Boddalin.

The Agrienltural Bank is doing a very
ool job in the circumstances. Last finan-
cial vear, 1,110 applications for relief were
dealt with, and 1,603 during the previous
vear. I believe I do not exaggerate when 1
place the figure for this year at somewhere
near 2,500 settlers to be cared for by the
Government. It is quite possible that a sum
of £300,000 will have to be found. And it
is not beyond the eapacity of the Govern-
ment te find that money. I am not now
dealing onlv with Agricultural Bank clients.
Probably the Government will find itself
faced with many clients of other financial
institutions, for it is quite on the cards that
the Associated Banks may retire from some
distriets, It is also imperative that the
Covernment, in the interests of the State,
should take over the relief of these set-
tlers. I am indeed glad to think that the
Premier’s statement will allay a great deal
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of anxiety and woyry in the drought-stricken
districts. It was urged quite seriously at
Walgoolan that there should be a wholesale
vxodus of the farmers from those areas to
the South-West, .

Mr. Withers: Hear, hear!

My, BOYLE: I presume the hon. member
interjesting bears in mind the fact that
abandonments of group settlements in the
South-West already amount to 50 per cent.
Nevertheless, there is a reasonable future
for mixed farming in the areas now suffer-
ing. I do not know of many scttlers who
want to lenve them. These are great settlers,
tHoneer settlers, fringe settlers. They only
need to be assurcd that they will receive
suflicient help to enable them to carry on.
1t they do, it will be an excelleut thing for
the State. In the Merredin district, which
stretehes from Tammin to the eastern fringe,
Agricultural Bank clients have this vear put
in 368,753 aeres of wheat, 42,869 acres of
oats, and 3,489 acres of barlexy—a total of
415,111 acres being seeded in that area.
From the Governmeut's point of view,
£60,000 of wheat freight is invelved in that
cropping. The erop is not all gone, not by
any means. North of Merredin 1 =aw 1,100
acres of crop that will produce 10,000
bushels. The lighter soils have proved their
value to the State this year, and will con-
tinue to prove their value. We are not
always sure of getting wet seasons, hut given
a clay subsoil one is almost assured ot a crop.
From these areas a ray of hope shines. The
vear has heen an unfortunate one. Last
vear was not a wonderful vear, but it
vielded to the State between 36,000,000 and
37,000,000 bushels of wheat. In the eastern
districts the rainfall this year has shown a
general decrease of three inches over the
growing period, equivalent to one-third les-.
1t means that we had verv fair rains up ftill
September, when we unhappily met a eur-
out,

Tn the north-eastern districts things are
indeed had. T appeal to the Government to
make specd with that linking proposition
which has been put forward by the Agrieul-
tural Bank, but whieh secms to be going the
way of the snail. Settlers who have been
promised a linking-up are now impatient,
The linking-up was made possible hy the
Land Aet Amendment Aet of last session.
1t means a good deal of renewed hope and
confidence to the farmers, but up to the
present it remains wrapped in mystery. On
this subject I have had some figures taken
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vut for me by the Agricnltural Bank. How-
ever, the assistance that would really assist
the settler has been denied him. T refer to
his request for loeal land hoards which
would include a representative of settlers,
That is the aid which has been dented .

Furthermore, the drought-stricken settlor
has made & delinite request that his veturn
jer acre be brought up to £1; that is to say,
with the Federal awid which I was glad to
liear the Premier announce is likely fo be
granted on an acreage hasis.

Hon. €. G, Latham: No. The Premier
did not say that. He said that the Minister
tor Lands had asked for that.

Mr. BOYLE: That fact shows the Gov-
ernment realises that an acreage distribution
wonld be a fairer distribution this year than
a distribution on the buosbel basix. 1 ex-
pressed that view at Walgoolan.

The Premier: But of course farimers get-
ting fair priees for an ordinary crop do not
think so.

Mr. BOYLE: There is sueh a thing as
being fair. If the Federal grant of £800,000
is o be distributed on, say, 3,000,000 hushels
sown of wheat, it will simply mean that some
farmers may receive from 10s, to 12s. per
acre while others will reeeive nothing at all.
That would be most inequitable. Such a dix-
tribution gets away from the objeet of the
legislation on the subject. The idea of the
resolutions which have been passed asking
for a return of £1 per acre is that the State
Government should make up the balance of
£1 per acre not realised from Federal CGov-
ernment aid and from the return represented
by a five or six-bushel crop. On that basis
the farmer would he cnabled to carry on
next year. That is a verv modervate request
which I support whele-heartedly. 1 am sure
we can thank the Premier for the statement
he has made this afternoon, hecause I believe
it will go a long way towards restoring the
confidence of the farmers located in those
vastern distriets.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.45]:
While we do mnot desire to make political
capital out of the misforfunes of our farm-
erg, it is necessary that the aftention of the
House should he divected to their plight in
order to instii some confidence into the minds
of the people who are suffering so severely.
If anything could be caleulated to re-assure
them, the Premier has given it in his state-
ment. Anyone {inding himsetf in the plight
of those farmers in the marginal arveas dur-
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ing the last four or five years would be likely
Lo become panicky. Members of both Houses,
I understand, reeenily rceeived a ciremlar
letter from the chairman of the Beuncubbin
KRoad Board. Last weeck-end a meeting was
held in the Yilgarn-Coolgardie electorate. I
agree with the Premier that we can do little
exeept fo ampress upon the farmers that
evervthing that can be done will be done to
assizt them. The statement the Premier has
made this afternoon should certainly bring
re-assurance to  those unfortunate people.
Their plight is not the fault of the Govern-
ment or of any individual. Over a number
of years a large quantity of wheat has been
produced in those arcas and the farmers have
enjoved prosperous times, hut recently,
through low prices and a seareity of rain,
thex have suffered perhaps more than their
fair share of ealamity. We are anxious to
show them that cvervtling possible will be
done for them.

I should like to point ont the unlikelibood
of the position being exaggerated. Accept-
ing the information supplied by the member
for Avon, T belicve there are no fewer than
3,000 farmers who, this season, will get a
vield averaging less than the estimated
average for the State, which is lower .than
it has bLeen for many years; I understand
it has been caleulated at eight bushels per
aere. Allowing an average of 300 acres of
crop for each of those 3,000 farmers—as a
matter of faet, it would be a little higher—
we have 900,000 acres of wheat that will be
larvested for less than eight bushels per
aere. It iz estimated that the 900,000 acres
will yield only about four bushels to the aere.

Not only is the dvenght eausing trounble
in tho=e arcas, but the low priees nre otea-
sioning mueh anxiety. While I now know of
the proposal to grant assistance to the farm-
crs who have suffered through drought, T
wish to point out that a great many farmers
who will harvest less than the State’s esti-
mated average are in a very had way. I
accept the statement of the Royal Commis-
gioner, Sir Herbert Gepp, at page 48 nf his
second veport, that the average eost of pro-
ducing a bushel of wheat in Western Aus-
tralia is 3s. 34d. He took the average of
75 farmers scattered throughout the wheat
holt. At the time he made his estimate, T
suppose the average vield of the State was
about 10 bushels. I am prepared to aecept
his statement, although I believe wheat ean
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be produced ac probably a slightly lower
cost.  The ginerally aceepted cost is about
s, 14

AMr. Cross: The cost would be eonsiderably
higher with the very low price ruling.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1T am basing it un
a State average of 10 bushels. If that is
50, and the farmers are to receive only 2s.
oy, with the Federal bonus, 2s. Gd., there
will be a very large deficiency in the revenue
they will receive this year. While sueh mis-
fortune lits the farmers, it also reduces the
national income and adds to the burdens of
the Treasnrer. Members on this side of the
Houze fully appreciate that point. T cer-
tainly do not envy the Premier the task that
lies ahead of him in the direction of provid-
ing assistance. If it is proposed to give 10s.
per acre assistance fo the farmers—I as-
sume that will roughly be the cost—the total
amount involved will be not less than
£450,000, which 15 a very large sum for the
Treasurer to find, particularly at a time
when the loan market is diffieult. The prob-
lem, however, must be tackled. We on this
side of the House are anxious to give the
Premier all the assistance within our power.
I was pleased to hear his statement, because
T believe it will have the effect of allaying,
to some extent at anv rate, the suspicion
lurking in the minds of the farmers that they
are not to receive any assistance, but are to
he left to face their tronbles alone.

Let me now make n few references to the
districts under discussion. As T have poinfed
out previously. the area on the eastern side
of No. 1 rabhif-proof fence was, fortunately
or nnfortunately, settled venrs ago when
there was a remarkably good seasen and the
distriet produeed the highest average for
the State. T believe that YWalgoolan siding
sent away no less than 200,000 hags of
wheat that season. the greatest auantity
ever despatched from that siding. T do not
want to sav in this House that those scttlers
ought to he moved from those distriets. but
the opportunity should be given to those
who desire to move, provided they can be
Maced in other parts of the State more fav-
sarably situated. A settler, in a letter to
the Press. suggested that those farmers
might be moved to the dairying distriets. T
am not going to advocate the adoption of
that conrse. A very good wheat farmer
might prove to be a very indifferent dairy-
man. Undoubtedly, dairying is totally dif-
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fevent from farming in the wheat belt. A
nn who engages in dairving must have a
liking for cows; he must milk twice a day
seven days in the werk., [ know of no em-
ployment that is 50 exaeting as dairying if
suceess is to be attained. Unless wheat
Tfarmers have some knowledge of dairying,
to transfer them from the wheat helt to the
daivving distriets might merely intensify
the ealamity for them. T helieve that in
some of the marginal districts, it wonld
pay hamdsomely to inerease the areas, as
suggested by the memhber for Avon., and
provide sheep. Those distriets are not like
the marvginal districis in New Sonth Wales,
Vietoria and South Australin.  Here there
ix alwaxs =ufficient rain fo produce some
wheat, though the question remains of there
heing sufficiont return to justify the cost
of fertilising and working the Iand. T be-
lieve there is a voasenable prospeet of farm-
ers obtnining a living from those hlocks. T
hope that when the Government considers
the matter. the possihility of doing some-
thing to place those settlers on a sounder
footing will he investigated. Nof only has
the fact of the extraordinarily low rainfall
for the wear to he considered, but also the
faet that the extraordinarily low prices rul-
ing are adding to the difficulties of the
settlors.  The Premier said he hoped it
would he possible for the settlers fo harvest
every hit of erop that was available. Pro-
vided they have the horses, that may be pos-
sihle.  On the other hand, it mav he un-
profitahle with wheat at 2s. or less per bus-
het to harvest at all.

The Premier: Seed has to he taken into
ronsideration.

Hon, C. ¢. LATHAM: In wany in-
stanees it will be cheaper to buy the
seed  than to pay the cost of fuel

for driving the machinery. The Agricultural
Bank officials know that fairly good
seed must be used.  Satisfactory results
cannot be obtained from seed of small
orain. T am pleased to have the assurance
of the Premier that everything will be done
that can be done, and agree that if every
member went into the district we could do no
more than the Premier has promised to do.
We on this side will help the Premier, and
will also keep him up to his promise.

The Premier: There will be no need for
that.
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Hon, C. G, LATHAAM: I am glad to kuow
that. When it is necessary to put the serew
on anyone the rough edge is always revealed.

The Minister for Agriculture: You might
hetp by asking for less moncy.

Hon. C. . LATITAM: 1 have promised to
go to Benenbbin, although I know the posi-
tion, and have had the experience. In the
Narembeen distriet in the carly dayvs we were
advised by eity merchants that we could
not be supplied with anvthing unless we
paid cash. A few years later a farmer
could get almost any machine he liked with-
ant paving a deposit, because the prospects
seemned so hright,

Mr. Cross: You could not do that now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tu these districts
there is n chance of a gquicker reeovery than
there is in the marginal arcas of the Bast-
ern States.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tt is very
strong couniry.

Hon. C. G. LATHAXM: The main thing is
for the settlers to adopt good farming
methods. That is a problem ahead of some
Government. The settlers in these areas have
heavy liahilities with very little prospect of
meeting them. We ean take that hurdle
when we come to it. Meanwhile the Govern-
ment, will he enlled upon to provide a great
deal more assistance than it did last year.
The merchants ave growing weary of sup-
plving goods against liens with no pros-
pect of ever being paid for them. I am
estremely sorrv that all these conditions
have arigen. hut we shall have to face things
as they are. We on this side of the Honse
ean give the seftlers an assuranee that we
have a thorongh knowledge of the disad-
vantages and disabilities under which they
snffer, and that we will help the Govern-
ment in every way to aseist in the carrving
on of the industry.

MR. PATRICK ((ireenough) [6.0]: T
welcome the assuranee of the Premier that
svervihing that ean be done will be dene for
these unfortunate people. There is no ocen-
sion to draw harrowing pictures of the eon-
ditions wnder which many of these settlers
are living.  Four years in suececssion they
have sown their erops and reaped no veturn,
Mewhers ean. therefore, easily imagine the
condition into which these settlers have
fallen. What is known as a north-eastern
wheatbelt is not the only part of the State
suffering from drought conditions.
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The Premicr: Untortanately,

Mre. PATRICK : There i the whole of the
caztern fringe of the Greenough electorate
comprising practically all the country cast
of the Wongan Hills-Muilewa line, right
through to Mullewa, the north side of
Northampton, and the north-cast side ot the
Northampton-Ajana line,

Mre. Cross: 1s not some ol that country
ouiside the sphere of the Agricultural Bank?

M. PATRICK : | think the Agrieultural
Bauk is interested in the whole of that dis-
trict. I have here a letter from a settler at
Koalanooka, on the enst side of the Wongzan
Hills line, wheve the country iz considered
to he tairly good. Writing on  the 24th
September, of this year, the settler says—

L[ would like to draw yowr attention to the
plight of a number of fariners on the eastern
side of the line resulting from the worst season
we have so far expericneced. In a number of
cases sheep have already been turned in en
the crops, and it will only he a matter of a
little while before others lhiave to follow suit,
Obviously this will not meet the super ligns or
provide seed for next yvear’'s operations. I sug-
gest that a sum out of the flour bounty should
be set nside Ffor this purpese. It is apparent
that & man who will strip 30 bushels per acre
and would, so it is wnderstood, receive 15s. per
nere, is not in need of thut so much as those
who will get nothing or jost their bare seed
back. It may be of interest to state that on
my plaee I have recorded 538 points. Of this
92 peints have fallen in 19 falls of under 10
points, and could be classed as useless. Only
on three oceasions have we had over half an
inch in one full. The rainfall charts in the
papers have been no guide this year, as approxi-
wately four miles awny three to four inches
more than the average have been recorded, with
i corresponding improvement in crops. Trust-
ing you will look into this matter and he abie

to make the proespect for earrving om a little
brighter than is apparent.

I think the writer has correctiy set oui the
position,  Even list vear, which was fairly
good, many settlers told e that the railway
secnmed to cut off the rainfall. On one side
af the line the conditions were zood, and on
the ecast side they were bad. 1 have here
copy of o resolution carried at a meeting at
Mullewn, where the conditions are also bad.
Apart from the drought, erops in the
Mingenew, Yandanooka, Mullewa and Ajana
districts, have heen stripped by grasshop-
pers.  One seitler in Yandanecoka informed
e that he had 800 acres under erop, and did
not think he would reap a grain of wheat.
Farmers, theretore, have other conditions to
contend with beside drought. We know that
in 1914, whieh wns the worst drought year
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m the experience of Western Austraha, the
Government had te make available a Jarge
sum of money to keep the settlers on the
land,  Members will be interested o learn
that in 191415 only 1,376,000 acres were
under evop, a< against 3,323,000 acres this
year, so that there are now roughly 2,000,000
acres more under crop than in 1914, The
probabilitics are that this year the area
affested by drought will be for more ex-
tensive than in 1914, hecause settlers have
gone out much farther to the east.  From
the standpoeint of the price factor, [ have
prepared a very interesting fable showing
the bushels of wheat harvested, the average
per acre, and the pool price for a number
of vears, That table is as Tollows:—

Year. Bushels. Average Pool
per acre.  Priee.

5. d.

1930-31 53,504,000 13.5 1 107
1931-32 41,521,000 13.1 2 83
1932-33 41,792,000 123 25
1933-34 17,305,000 17 2 21
1934-35 26,985,000 9.8 25
1935-36 23,415,000 9.2 3 21
1936-27 21,549,000 8.4 4 3
1937-38 36,000,000 119 3 54

The Lushel return for 1430-31 was the record
for the State and the pool price of 4s 34
per bushel in 31936-37 waz the only deeent
price the farmers received during the period
eovered hy the table. The Government
Statistician reported that the position last
vear was the worst sinece 1914 Over the
period of years I have dealt with, the aver-
age pool price was 2s. 934d. Interesting,
too, is the faet that for the seven years prior
to that period—that is to say, from 1922.23
to 1929-30—the erops averaged 11.36 hushels
per acre and average price was ds. 9d.
per bushel. Those figures will serve 1o
indicate how farmers have had to adjust
themselves to the altered position during
the last seven or cight vears. Assistance
will be absolutely essential this vear in order
that fertilizer, seed, feed and sustenance may
he made available for the settlers in the
affected distriets, and that will involve a
large sam of money. I am not too sure that
the Premier quite realises how large that
sum will be when the final returns come to
hand.

The Premier: I have had headaches over
this matter for the last six weeks.

Mr. PATRICK: I am afraid he will have
a worse headache yet.

The Premier: We have been arranging to
buy various requirements.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. PATRICK : Que suggestion advanced
regarding the marginal aveas is to transfer
the settlers to the South-West. I would not
like to aceept the responsibility of compul-
soxrily transferring any of those settlers, but
I would he quite prepared to give them the
opportumty if they desired to go.

Mr. Withers: That is rather genevous of
you!

Mr. PATRICK: In my opinion, one step
we should take ix to make a sarvey of all
the land under lease in the agricultural areas.
The Agrvienftural Bank has quite a number
of farms under lease in fairly veliable areas,
but T do not know that it has many unoccu-
pied propevties on its hooks that could be
nide available to those settlers in suitable
areas. In some instanees, however, there arve
properties adjoining cxisting farms and a
sarvey should also be made of unoeenpied
firms, whether under the jurisdietion of the
Agricultural Bank or in the hands of other

people.
I do not know that there is mueh more
that I vegavd as necessary for me to say.

I rose chielly to draw attention to the plight
of the farmers on the eastern fringe of my
electorate, where they have been affected
not only by drought but by the ravages of
grasshoppers. | know the Premier appreci-
ates the position: he cannot fail to do so.
Noevertleless, I do not know that he quite
realises the very large sum of money that
will he required to alleviate existing eondi-
tions.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) {6.10]:
Before the member for Mt Marshall (M.
Warner) replies, I wish to express, on be-
half of those members who sit on the Oppo-
sition cross-henches, our sympathy with the
sufferings of farmers in the marginal areas.
We have not taken part in the debate be-
camse we have nothing like the same measure
of knowledge regarding the extent of those
sufferings, nor have we the same measure of
knowledge as to what should be done to
relieve the position. Whatever course is
adopted for the purpose of assisting these
unfortnnate people, we will be prepared to
do all in onr power to assist the Government
in its efforts to achieve what I hope will he
the required moasure of relief,

THE MINISTER FPOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne} [6.11]:
That such a motion is necessary must be re-
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garded as unlorlunate. 1 appreciate very
fully the pusition of members epposite who
find themselves forced into moving the mo-
tion. I know it is not hecause they disre-
gurd the past efforts of the Government, or
do not appreeinte what hns been done for
the settlers who are in such unfortunate cir-
cumstanees this year, particnlavly seeing that
for seme yrears past they have not experi-
enced good seasons nor have they been able
te seeure adequate returns.  In his remarks,
the member for Mt. Marshall (Mr. Warner)
was  disposed to commend rather thau
eondemn the past actions of the Govern-
nent and to appreciate that whatever is rea-
sonable in the present eivcumstanees wiil be
considered and, as far as possible, dene in
the interests of the farmers. In antieipa-
tion of the possibility of the season tapering
oft, T think I may mention to the House,
without divulging information that T should
net. that repeatedly when expenditure was
under eonsideration by Cabinet, the Minister
for Lands, with his known outlook, has
stressed the neced for anticipation of pos-
sible extra calls upon the Government, and
has always insisted that we must not disve-
enrd the possibility of having to make avail-
able additional advances to farmers. Tle
has repeatedly done that, and it s well
known that he has alwavs endeavoured to

antigipate snch diffienlties.  Perhaps it
i= as well to mention the outlook of
the Commissioners of the Agrienltural

Rank respeecting matters such ns that ander
discassion, and to point to the remarkable
work they have achieved in the intevests of
the State. The Commissioners at this stage
have been able to give us the fullest informa-
tion that the State has ever possessed from
the standpoint of a general survey of the
agricultural position. In passing, T wish to
vefer fo a point made by the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) regarding the linking up
of properties in the north-eastern wheat
helt. and partienlarly to his vemark that the
work appeaved to he progressing slowly.
That work is progressing slawly, bul mosi
surely, The desire is not only to link up
properties in desirable aud smtable areas,
hat at the same fime to have a veassessment
of those areas and a writing-down that will
aszist those who will Lave an opportunity to
select the properties.  Trom the tone of the
debate, T realise that it is by no means the
desire of Opposition members that the mo-
tion shall be rezarded as one of eensure.
M. Warner: Definitelv not.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The motion was not launched for that pur-
pose.

Sittiny suspended from 6.25 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Before the tea adjonrmment I had mentioned
that fram the tone of the hon. member who
moved the notion and of members who sup-
ported him it was evidenf that the motion
was not in any way one of censure, but that
vather it was moved from the point of view
of. Larmers who had expressed the desire
that the subjeet shounld receive publieity, so
that the people generally might be aware of
the unlortunate position in which those
farmers found themselves.  Again, it is
obvious from the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition and other members of his
party that they appreeciate the Government’s
earnest desire to do not only the right thing
in this instanee, hut to ensure that all those
seftlers who are unfortunately cireum-
staneed should see some ray of hope for the
future.  One ean quite understand the re-
marks of the ehairman of the Mt. Marshall
Road Board alluding to the “indiffercnce”
of the Government. One realises that his
mental state, and the mental state of those
living in the distriet, would prevent them
from fully appreciating all the attention
they have reccived and the sympathy in-
spired by theiv plight in persons not resi-
dent in the districl. I realise that the
stricken settlers feel themselves entitled to
some publicity. The desive of the mover is
not to castigate anvone: he rather sounded
a note expressing appreciation that all
that could be done had been dome. The
hon, member also expressed gratitude for
the Premier’s assurance that not any point
that could be applied to henefit the setflers
would be overlooked. As regards reconstrue-
tion of the area and the joining-up of hlocks
and their writing-down, we know all that
work is procceding. We know also that the
work of the members of the Agrienlttural
Bank Commission will assist the Govern-
ment in coming to the vight -coneclusion.
Since there is nothing to defend on the part
of the Government, T conclude by assuring
members apposite that the right view will be
adopted.

HON. P. D. PERGUSON (Trwin-Moore)
[7.33]: The vestrained terms used by the
member for MU, Marzhall ip moving the
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motion will, I feel sure, have convinced the
(tovernment that the hon. member had ne
desire to be eritical of Ministrrs or to make
politieal eapital out of the unfortunate posi-
tion in which many of our wheatgrowers
find themselves, In my opinion the hon.
member has rendered a valuable serviee fo
the wheatgrowers of Western Austraiin, and
espeeially those in the drier arens, by ven-
tilating their troubles through the medium
of his motion. There i3 need for the deplor-
able state of the wheat industry in the dis-
tricts affected to be brought to the attention
of the Government and Parliament, amd
generally of the people of the State, beeause
the public must he made to realise that it
owes a duty te those wheatgrowers who are
in distress. In the intevests of the State as
a whole, those areas cannot he permitted fo
be abandoned and huwdreds of thousands of
pounds of State money and private capital
invesied in them to be lost. One statement
in the Premier’s speech may canse whent-
growers some apprehiension. !t was that the
Government would treat the growers in the
afflicted arveas with the same generosity as
thev had received in the past. A good deal
of persuasive eloquence would be needed to
make wheatgrowers in those arcas believe
that in the past thev have been treated very
generously. There has been no generosity
in the treatment of onr wheatgrowers by
this Government.

The Premier: You would not say the
Government has been ineonsiderate?

Hoih. P. D. FERGUSON: I would say
that the Government has been parsimonions
rather than generous.

The Premier: The (Government has heen
more than just. The Government has heen
generous.

Hon, P D. FERGUSOX : The Government
might be just without heing generous.

The Premier: It has been more than gen-
erous.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: There has been
no gencrosity in the treatment of our wheat-
growers at any fime during the history of
the settlement and oceupation of the land.

The Premier: Absolute nonsense! If vom
want to debate the motion on those lines, I
am prepared to take you on.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: The Premier
can do as he likes in that regard, but I still
maintain there has been no generosity.

The Premier: Is the State to be more
generous to anyone than it has been to the
farmers?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: If the Premier
wants me to argne on those lines

The Premier: T do not want you to argue,
and [ do not want vou to make unfair state-
ments.

How. P. ). FERGUSOX : T am not making
unfair statements. Some scetions of the
commumity have not been ealled upon to re-
fund assistanee that has been granted to
them, whereas every penny advanced to the
wheatgrowers has heen charged up against
them,

The Premier: Youa say, “The Government
won’t get it, anyhow,”

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: In the present
state of the industry a good deal of the
money advanced will not be returned to the
State, hecanse it eannot be refurned. Not-
withstanding, it has heen charged up to the
individual settler.

The Premier: What is the good of that?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The psyeho-
logical effect npon the individual settler has
been detrimenial, A great deal of the
money advanced has been repaid; but a
creat deal of it T am afraid can never be re-
paid,

The Minister for Works: There has heen
a great deal of writing down.

The Minister for Agrienltnre: There was
£500,000 for sustenance.

The Premier: The Government which has
heen eharged with harshness to the wheat.
erowers has freated them very genercusly.

Hon. P. ). FERGUSON: T do not wish
to Adelay the House on this aspeef, hut 1
again deny the statement that there has been
any generosity shown to the wheatgrowers.
If T may be allowed to continue, T will say
that the Premier's reply will zo & long way
to ease the apprehension now in the minds
of settlers in the stricken distriets. Tt is
the most encowraging statement that has
been made so far. Tf the motion of the
member for Mt. Marshall has been respon-
sihle merely for drawing forth that state-
ment from the Government, it has served a
highly useful purpose.

The Premier: My stafement went forward
boefore ever this motion was launched.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I am g'ad the
settlers will have the Premier’s letter at
an early date, before the scason has any
further detrimental cffeet on their outlook
than it has had up to date.

The Prem‘er: The hon. member gave me
the letter only the day before yesterday.
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Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : T yaise no com-
plaint abont that. [ believe that the Premier’s
speeeh of to-day will have a heartening effect
on the prople who are experiencing such a
diffieult 1imo owiny to lack of rain, I be-
lTieve they will realise That the Government
has a desive to be fair to them. That is only
vight, in view of the splendid way in which
they have served the State by sticking to
their farms through extreme diffienlties ex-
tending over manv wears. On that aceount
the State does owe thewm something.  If the
suggestion made by the Premier to-day is
carried ount, it will satisfy o very consider-
able number of them.

Mr. Cross: They know they have onr
practical sympathy, do they not?

Ton, P. D. FERGUSON: T have a
ereat deal of faith in the scasonal econdi-
tions of the wheathell of Western Austra-
lii.  On the average I believe our rainfall
t= more reliable than that of the wheat arcas
of mast of the States. and becanse of that
T am of the opinion that we cannot
afford to allow a large percentage of our
wheatzrowing arcas fo he abandoned. If
thore are n few farmers in the extreme mar-
einal areas who consider thev are wastine
their time and that of their wives and fami-
lies in those dry areas, they should he given
an opportunity to move into some other
more favourable loealitv. From the report
presented to Parliament hy the Agrienltural
Bank Commissioners T gather that there
are 2,101 abandoned properties in the hands
of the Bank, and 791 leased properties. TIf
a percentage of the farmers in the marginal
areas wishes to go inte safer distriets, there
sectns to be an exeellent opportunity o
transfer some of them to the reverted prr-
perties in the safer rainfall aveas, pro-
vided, of ecourse, that the individuals =o
transferred are not burdened with a debt
that they have no hope of repaving. Such
n burden of deht would have a verv serions
cffect on the wheaterower who has experi-
enced several years of drought.

Tn Western Australia today 30 per cent.
of the 334 million aeres under erop is pre-
ducing eropz something like the sample T
have in my hand. There is no grain, or next
to no prain, in that sample, and the little
there is, is so pinched that it wonld never
he veceived into n grain pool.

The Premier: What about a sample like
this I have got?
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Hon. P. D. FERGLUSOXN: Probably that
sample eame from Trwin-Moore and this
from Mt Marshall.  As a watter of fact, T
think the Premicr must have got his sample
from the manure-heap at the back of tha
new building he opened. at the University
this afternoon.  There ave a million acres
in Western Aunstralia, the rveturns from
which this yvear will be so low that the farm-
will have un chance of paying to
the Agrienltural Bank any interest, or to
the merchants or the Bank or those who
have supplied their super and sustenance
requiremenis -any of the advance so made.
They are the people whoe are going to call
upon the Government for assistance.

rrs

The Premier: Oh hear my erv!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: What will
satisfy them is a definite statement from
the Government that they ean count on re-
ceiving sufficient sustenance to enable them
to cavry on for another vear and to seed the
land theyv have alreadv fallowed. To pre-
pare that fallow has eost them o consider-
able sum of money. A good deal of the
land T have scen for myself is in gzood shape
for serding next vear. and it would be a
thousand pities, and against the interest of
ihe State, if that land were to be allowed
to remain idle.

T mentioned just now that this appeared
to be a favourable opportunity fo transfer
to other areas some of those settlers who
wish to he transferred. That would also
eive the Government an opportanity to link
up two, or perhaps in some instances
three farms in the very driest of our mar-
ginal arens, and the settlers could be al-
lowed to make sheep-raising their main ae-
fivity instead of wheatzrowing, as has been
the ease in the past.

The Premier: You know, I suppose, that
the Agrvienltaral Bank is deing thaf.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: As pointed out
by a previous speaker, the Bank is doing
it, but not at a very fast rate. T should
like to have two or three of the properties
in those loealities where the waler supply
is nssured—which dors not apply in every
instanece—linked up so that they might re-
turn a suflicient income to a man who is
prepared to make o living by sheep-raising
and the growing of a small area of wheat.
There will, of course, be a return to good
seasons. I have no recollection of there
having previously heen four dry scazons in
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suecession. T ean yeeall 45 or 30 =easons
in Westorn Australia, and never have I
known of four snceessive had seasons. Of
eonrse, we will have had seasons again peri-
odically

Mr. Cross: Jeremiah the Second!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: hut we are
due for a run of good seasons now, and if we
have a few good years, the people in those
areas will be entitled to any benefit acern-
ing to them as a result of those good sea-
sons. I hope that the necessity for shep-
herding the resources of Western Austra-
lin, will appeal to the Government, and that
the Government will realise that the hest in-
terests of the State will not be served if
there is any considerable exodns of farm-
ers from those areas. I donbt whether any
of those distriets is too dvy for mixed farm-
ing pursuits fo he earried on with reason-
able suceess, in a reasonable season. On
that aceount I econsider that the member
who moved the mation has rendered a ser-
vice to Western Anstralia in so doing.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall} [7.48]:
Having received a definite assurance from
the Premier, T heg leave to withdraw the
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

QUESTION—DAIRYING INDUSTRY.

Butter Imports, Names of Importers,
Increased Levies.

Mr. DOUST asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, How many boxes of butter have
been imported into Western Australia dur-
ing the months of August, September, and
October, 1938, respectively? 2, What are the
names of the prineipal importing firms?
3, What 1s the cost to the dairy farmers, due
to increased levies during each of the above
months?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, August, 1,451 boxes; September,
1,249 hoxes; October, 940 boxes approxi-
mately; total, 3,670 hoxes. 2, Brown & Dur-
ean, Perth Iee Company, Sara & Cook, Coll-
yer, D. F., MeGlew & Co., Mamuing & Co.,
W. & M. Clarke. 3, The loss during August
wag £2 a ewt. The refurns for September
and October are not vet available, but it is
expected to be the same as QOctober, namely
£1 a box.

[ASSEMBLY.)

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Newspaper's Error.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [749]: 1
wish to draw attention to an error that ap-
peaved in the Press yesterday in conneetion
with the veport that was presented to the
House dealing with the yecommendations of
the select ecommittee which inquired into the
provisions of the Legal Practitioners Aect.
The report that appeared in the “West Auns-
tralian” is not quite correct, due, no dounbt,
to a typographical ertor, Dealing with the
recommandation of the committee comeern-
ing the annual practice fees, the newspaper
report represented the committee as stating,
“Tt is neeessary to have a minimum annual
praetice fee of £3, as at present provided in
the Aet.” That is just the reverse of the
aetnal recommendation of the committee.
The error ocenrred through the newspaper
having omitted the prefix “an” from the
word “peecssary.” consequently imparting a
totally difterent meaning to the recommen-
dation from that intended by the committee.
I make this explanation because I feel cer-
tain that the Press will be anxious to correct
the mistake.

BILL—SVFPLY (No. 2), £1,200,000.

Returned from  the Council without

amendment.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1. Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Art Amendment.

(2]

. Financial Emergency Tax.
Tutroduced by the Premier.

=]

, Tuterpretation Art Amendment.
Infrodneced hy Hen. C., Q. Latham for
My, Watts,

BILL—RETURNED SAILORS AND SOL-
DIERS' IMPERIAL LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA, W.A. BRANCH, IN-
CORPORATED (ANZAC CLUB
CONTROL).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.
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BILL-WORKERS' HOMES
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock--
Geraldion) [833] in moving the second
reading =aid: This Bill proposes to make
two amendments to the Workers’ Homes
Act. The Hrat is to give the board inde-
pendent borrowing power. The Aet, as
ortginally  pazsed, zave the board this
power, but it was subsequently withdvawn
by an amendment of the Aet passed in the
same vear. Although T have searched the
records of Parliament and “*Hansard,”” T
am unable te hnd the veason for that
amendment. Tt is now considered, how-
ever, to be of advantage to the community
to restore the power. The recent depres-
sion has made it elear that, in times of re-
2trieted Government loan money, the board
is Hable ta be starved for finance if it has
to rely solely on that souvee for its eapi-

tal. The ecapital made available to the
bhoard from time to time is as follows:—
£
Originnl appropriation. 1912 325,500
Subsequent appropriations—
1927 .- . .. 30000
1929 23,000
1931 2,870
1982 11,205
1933 231§
1934 35,000
1935 145,000
1937 50,000
1938 10,000
Tatal .. £776,951

Since the inaucuration of the Waorkers®
Homes Board, 3,562 approvals have been
eranted for buildings costing £1,694,7G0.
That has been made possible by the return
of eapital since the board was established
in 1912, The annunal advanees made by
the board amount to about £72,000. The
following table shows the alloeations for
the vears set ouf hereunder—

1835-36, 115 houses, £72,270
1936-37, 88 houses, £61203
1937-38, 103 houses, £72287

306

E205.760
From July to September of this year 70
approvals have been granted for houses
costing £38,630. Unfortunately, times of
restricted Glovernment hovrowing often co-
incide with times when the board experi-
ences diffieulty in seeuring repayment of
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advanees. The board at such times has
therefore little money available for further
building, possibly just when a depression
in the building trade might make it highly
desirable for work of this natore to be
undertaken. It seems to mc that at pre-
zent, when the Federal Government is en-
tering upon huge defence expenditure, State
Giovernments will experience great diffi-
culty in obtaining loan money. Increased
expenditure for defenee purposes will un-
doubtedly make it inereasingly diffienlt for
the State to obtain finance. Members must
bear in mind, too, that every million pounds
bhorrowed by the State is civenlated within
the State and so tends to stave off bad
times. The Workers’ Homes Board has
had a suecessful caveer. I do mot think
any money advaneed by the hoard has been
lost.

Hon, ¢. . Latham: The Government
has written off some amounts.

The PREMIER: Yes, but those losses
were made up by small profits which the
hoard made.

Hou, C. G. Latham: That might be so.

The PREMIER: The difference betweenr
the charges for the money horrowed by the
State and that lent by the board allows for
the cost of administration and a slight pro-
portion of loss. The proportion of loss has
been so slight that, generally speaking, the
money advanced to the board is represented
by tangihle income-carning assets in posses-
sion of the board. If we eannot obtain loan
money to enlarge the board’s aetivities, it
seems desirable to give the board borrowing
powers, particularly if the State’s loan ex-
penditure is to be restricted. Had the
hoard this power, we know that it could
horrow. There will be many oceasions when
money will be available to the board direet
—money that the Government will be able
io seenve for it

Let mie reiterate that Western Australia is
placed at a serious disadvantage compared
with other States in the competition for loan
monev. Most of the other States have many
semi-governmental hodies, which borrow in-
dependently of the Government and which
do not have to be financed from Government
loan  money. Harbour works, tramway
hoards, water and sewerage boards are ex-
amples of the anfhorvities that raise their
awn eapital in some of the other States. In
Western Australia, however, all these aetivi-
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ties rely upon the Government for their
financial requirements. That is one reason
why eomparisons of our loan expenditure
with that of other States are frequently mis-
leading. When loan expenditure is caleu-
lated at so much per head of the population
we are held up as having been unduly ex-
travagant.

Mr. Seward: T hope you arc not going
Lo try to make up the leeway.

The PREMIER: 1 am pointing out that
we have a very high per eapita loan indeht-
edness because almost all the money required
for publie activitics here has been borrowed
by the Government, whercas in the other
States those activities are financed by semi-
governmental authorities whose borrowings
do not appear amongst those of the State.

Hon. N. Ieenan: Bui after making thar
adjnstment, we ave still the highest.

The PREMIER : Yes, hut withont the ad-
justment our borrowings per head of the
population appear to he abnormal. We
have no privately-owned tramways in West-
ern Australia, though the systems at Fre-
mantle and Kalgoorlie ave not owned by the
Government. Tramways, gasworks, electrie
licht works, harbour works, water and sew-
erage works in the other States are financed
by semi-governmental anthorities, and thev
have independent horrowing powers,

Some members might think that the eon-
ferring of borrowing powers upon the
Workers’ omes Board is tantamount to an
attempt to circumvent the Loan Couneil’s
control of loan expenditure. That is not =o.
Even if the hoard were granted independent
borrowing powers, the proposals would still
be submitted to the T.oan Council. The pro-
posed  horrowings by semi-governmental
authorities in each State ave snbmitted to
the Loan Council and approved hefore the
loans are floated, hut this applies only to
loans in excess of £100,000. The Workers'
Homes Board would hardly be likely to bor-
row anything approaching that sum in any
one year. If depressed times returned, if
we expericneed another drought next vear—
T sincerely hope we shall not—the amount of
loan money available to the States would be
small on account of the Commonwealth’s re-
quirements for defence, and we would prob-
ably be unable to obtain money for the
Workers’ Homes Board unless it had horrow-
ing powers. The extent to which the semi-

[ASSEMBLY.]

governmental borrowings have inereased is
indicated by the following figures:—

Approved Loan Rais- Approvals for semi-

ings for States. governmental
borrowing.
1936-37 .. £19,200,000 £6,315,000
1937-38 .. 14,475,000 9,110,000
1938-39 .. 12000,000 10,439,000

Three years ago the proportion of semi-
governmental borrowing to fotal loan rais-
ings was one-third, whereas last vear the
amounts were nearly equal,

Hon. N. Keenan: Have you the ficures
for New South Wales?

The PREMIER: XNo, but they ace very
high.  Water, sewerage and other hoards
not dependent upon the Government for
their loans have borrowed very largely. In
New South Wales there are water hoards in
many of the large eountry towns, and some
of the capital moneys have heen repaid to
the Government and by it utilised for its
own purposes. However, while Government
borrowings have steadily decreased, those
for semi-governmental authorities have in-
creased in greater proportion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would be far hetter
for us. if we ean, to confinune without bor-
rowing money and paviong interest on it.

The PREMIER: Yes, but T am pointing
out that the borrowings by Governments are
decreasing, while the decrease is eounterbal-
anced by the fact thai semi-governmental
authorities are borrowing more, The States
are compeiled—I hope the member for Mur-
chison is listening—byv the people that con-
tral finance in Australia to reduce borrow-
ings, though semi-governmental sauthorities
have inereased theiv borrowings.

Me. Marshall: The last figures [ saw from
New South Wales showed that 60 per cent,
of the Government revenune went in interest
and sinking fund payments, leaving only 40
per cent. to carry on the services.

The PREMIER: 1 repeat that there is no
desive to etrenmvent the Loan Council. The
maoney that the bvard would require probably
wonld not he obtained from the money mar-
ket of Australia. The highest amount of
new capital that has been provided for the
board in any one ¥ear is £50,000, <o that,
generally speaking, there will be no need to
submit its proposed borrowings for the
approval of the Loan Counecil. IF the hoard
bad inereased capital, additional moeney in
the shape of repavments would be flowing
in. thus permitting the bonrd fo inerense its
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acfivitics. There are many avenues throngh
which the hoard will he able to obtamm money.
] instanee the MeXNess Housing Trust, Mem-
bers will appreciate the fact that the desire
is not {o spend speedily all money that will
bo derived from the generons benefactions
of the Iate Sir Charles MeNess, Rather is
it the desive to carry on the good work that
can be nmdertaken and vet always have some
money in hand tor the purpoze of building
homes for deserving people. If all the money
were spent in one year, those who are en-
trasted with the expenditure of the money
might be confronted with even more neces-
sitous cases in which they would desire to
previde people with homes, and yet would
have no funds at their disposal for the pur-
pose.

Alr, Stubbs: Is very mueh money in-
volved ?
The PREMIER: As the result of the

benefactions of Sir Charles MeNess, over
£50,000 will he handed to the trustecs for
expenditure in connection with this very
worthy objeet. Naturally the trustees will
not rush in and spend all that money at oneo,
and some of it could be utilised to great
advantage by the Workers’ Homes Board.
I presmme we are justified in anficipating
that Parliament will pass the Superannuna-
tion Bill. Immediately that measure he-
comes operative, a fairly substaniial sym
will be acenmulated each year and that
money will be available for investment. That
money, too, could he loaned with advantaze
to the Workers’ Homes PBoard, which is
carrying out such excellent work in pro-
viding hounses on exeeedingly liberal terms,
The investment of such funds in that manner
will prove satisfactory. The Bill provides
that the funds of the hoard shall be such
moneys as are appropriated by Parliament
for its purposes and such monexs as the
board may horrow under the provisions of
this lezislation. The rate of interest to be
paid on borrowed money and the rate of
repayment will be prescribed by the Treas-
urer. That will always be done in aceord-
anee with the vuling rate of the mnoney war-
ket.  Naturally, we would not desive to
charge clients of the Workers' Homes Board
a higher rate of interest than is necessary to
cover the eost of admimstration and the
small nsses that may be incurred. To date
the hoard has been able to complete each
year's operations withont making any loss.
Members will agree that the hoard is an
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admirable institution that is doing wonder-
ful work in providing homes for people who
otherwise would never have an opportunity
to obtain them.

The second amendment in the Bill is con-
tained in Clause 4. At present the Aet pro-
vides that a deposit of £ shall be

paid by leasehold clients, The board
feels that, with regard to applicants
who are on the lower ranges of in-

come and who desire to secure one of the
cheaper types of wooden houses, the require-
ment to provide a deposit of £5 is often 2
real obstacle. In those cirenmstanees, if the
hoard had the power it ¢could fix a nominal
deposit of, say, £2 or £3 or some other suit-
able amount, That would meet the position
of men who reccive the basic wage or there-
ahouts and who have two or three children
to support. Naturally, a man in that posi-
tien would desire to scenre one of the
cheaper types of homes and, in contradis-
ninetion to the policy of landlords generally,
the hoard definitely gives preference teo
people with children. A man in receipt of
the basic wage might be perfectly solvent
and yet the payment of £5, together with
other additional expense invelved in secur-
ing that amount, might represent & tremen-
llous obstacle. The board desires to assist
that type of person to secure his freehold
property. Naturally it will take such men
many vears before they will be able to secure
the frechold, but, nevertheless, the clients of
the hoard have a real fecling of ownership
and pride of possession in their homes.

Mr. Sampson: A man would not pay a
deposit unless he was sincere in his desire
to purchase a home.

The PREMIER: That is so.

The Minister for Mines; He might be sin-
eere, but not have the money.

Mr. Stubhs: Some municipalities do not
desire to have wooden hounses construeted in
their areas.

The PREMIER: Unfortunately, that is
correct. If that tendency econtinues, the
House may have an opportunity to deprive
loeal authorities of the power to declare
hrick areas.

A, Marshall: It 35 time yon dealt with
that.

Hon, C. G. Latham: The Government
could exclude portion of a munieipality from
the oporations of the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act. We did that with regard to the
University.
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The PREMIER: And that may become
necessary. 1 think it will be necessary.

Mr. Cross: Such a provision should have
been included in this Bill.

The PREMIER: We have been able to
utilise the money raised so far for the pur-
poses of the Workers’ Homes Board without
resort to that action. Nevertheless, it will
become negessary very soon unless munici-
palities are prepared to set aside some por-
tion of their areas, wherc homes may be
erected of a type that men in receipt of small
wages can afford to purchase. It does not
matter whether the house be built of wood,
hrick, stone or galvanised iron, the point is
that the building is such that the man can
afford to buy. If a municipality claims to
exist only for the better class people and
does not desire persons in ordinary eircum-
stances to live in its area, deliberately shut-
ting them out, Parliament should take steps
to bring the municipal authorities to their
senses. We should have a measure of con-
trol so that some people may be prevented
from being so exclusive that men in receipt
of small wages will be pushed ont into the
bush where the cost of transport may be so
high that they will find it almost as expensive
to live there as if they resided in the middle
of the eity.

Again, when the board arranged to erect
houses on the goldfields, it was decided to
collect deposits of £15 from clients. This
was done at the request of the people of the
goldfields who were¢ anxious to induce the
hoard to crect homes there. Although that
was done, the hoard had mno legal
vight to demand the deposit of £15.
We regard the stability of the gold-
fields as assured for wmany vears to
come, particularly in Kalgoorlic and other
older centres where the indications are
that the mines have lives of from 10 to
15 vears ahead of them. Even when their
hlock of reserves are exhausted, the mines
give promise of being able to continue for
some time. Nevertheless, it is generally
conceded that there is necessitv for the re-
payment of capital to he undertaken in a
slightly shorter period than applies in
other more stabhle eountry areas.

Mr. Styants: We do not complain ahout
that.

The PREMIER: That is so, but, as a
matter of fact, the board has no authority
fo make: that arrangement. The goldfields
people do not eomplain and the board is

[ASSEMBLY.]

anxious to meet their wishes. Should the
Bill be passed, the beard will be able to
adopt that ceurse with statutory authority.
Tie Bill proposes to give the board disere-
tion in fixing the leaseliold deposits and if
that is agreed to, difficulties snch as I have
mentioned will be overcome.

The Government gave serious considera-
tion to ineluding in the Bill an amendment
to enable the board to build eheap hounses
and Jet them at a weekly rental to workers
in veecipt of low incomes, with the object
of ultimate purchase. It will be remem-
bered Lhat a proposal to this coffect was
submitted last vear, but the Bill was lost
in the Council. Not only did members of
that Chamber express their opposition in
g very marked manner by throwing out
that Bill, but they also amended the Loan
Bill from which the provision for the
neeessary funds for that work was struck
out. It was decided that it would be futile
to introduece sueh a proposal again. There
has Dbeen ne indieation that the Council
has changed its attitude, and we do not
wanl to quarrel with members of the Upper
House with regard to the present Bill,
which is s reasonable measure that hoth
Houses ean accept. Tast vear the Upper
House expressed its opinion, but the Bill
on this ocecasion is framed without em-
bodying the provision to whieh snch strong
cxeeption was taken last session.

Me. Sampson: You veally desire that this
Bill shall pas=?

The PREMIER: We deszived that last
vear’s Bill should pass. When a Bill con-
tains two or three distinet principles, one
of whieh is shown (o be unaceeptable to
the Legislative Councetl, 1t 1 wiser to intro-
duce a further Bill without the unaceepi-
able provision than fo risk losing the Bill
as a whole because of its inclusion. Pro-
hably the Bill would be lost if the Coun-
¢il persisted in the attitude it adopted last
vear, and so the Government does not de-
sire to take that risk this time. That is
all I need to say regarding the Bill. Its
prineiples should eommend themselves to
members of this House, and those of the
aother branch of the T.egislature. T trust
the measure will pass. and thus enable the
hoard to exercise n greater and more bene-
ficient aetivity even than it has done in
the past.

On motion by Hon. . G. Latham, debate
adjourned.
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BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.
Resamed from the 20th Oetober. Mr.
Withers in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5—Amendment of Section 11:

The CHTAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after the clanse had been partly considered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A ques-
tien was raised whether an inspeetor’s in-
structions as o seaffolding or gear in a well
eould he enforced. On the advice of the
Crown Law Department I ask ithe Coni-
mittee to delete the whole of Subsecction 2 of
proposed new Seetion 11, and to insert a
comprehenzive new provision fo stand as
Subsection 4. This involves the re-numbering
of the present Subsections 3 and 4 as 2 and
5, respectively. The proposed new section
will then render it possible to enforce the
inspector’s instruetions as I have indieated,
I move an amendment—

That Subsection (2) of proposed new Sece
tion 11 be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For the
purpese alveady wmentioned, I
amendment—

move an

That the following be inserted to stand as
Subsection (4) :—

Where any inspector gives any notice pre-
scribed by Subsection (1) or Subsecetion (3)
of this seetion le may at the same time or
any other time order any persons forthwith
to cease to use or to work in comnection
with or near the scaffolding or gear or the
well, as the case may be, until such diree-
tions or any order on appeal therefrom have
or has been complied with. Any such order
of an inspeetor may be rescinded by him.

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: I have not scen
the amendment previously. It gives the in-
spector tremendous powers.  True, if a
builder fecls aggrieved because of the order
of an inspector he may appeal; bot how
long would it fake for the appeal to be
heard?  Would it mean discontinuance of
work for a considerable period? The inten-
tion of the deleted subsection seemed to be
that worl should he permitted to go on until
the appeal had been heard. Should an in-
spector become annoyed with a builder, he
might issue an order, and a week or a fort-
night might elapse before the matter was
heard and determined.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
subseetion which has been struck out pro-
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vided for enforcement of the inspector’s
orders, 1t an inspector finds that a regnla-
tion as to seaffelding is not being complied
with, he must give instructions that the mai-
ter be put right. 1f it is put right, work
proceeds. 1f {he builder does not wish to
remedy the defect he has the right to appeal,
but certainly he has no right to continue
work on dangerous scaffolding. That was
always intended.  Otherwise it would be use-
less to have inspectors. Morveover, the new
subsection applies to gear in a well. The
member for Williams-Narrogin pointed out
that there was no power to enforce the in-
spector’s instructions in the case of a well,
I understand that the need for this power
became apparent some years ago, when two
or three fatal aecidents occurred during the
sinking of sand wells in the metropolitan
area. The need exists for supervision and
somechody should have the power to give
instructions for the use of proper seaffold-
ing or gear in the sinking of wells. That
is why the provision was inserted.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I have never seen
any seaffolding used in the sinking of a
well,  As there is timber poing down the
well from the top, no seaffolding is needed.

Mr. Doney: A sand well must be timb-
cred.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An in-
spector would seldom interfere with the
sinking of a well. This provision erept into
the measure beeanse of the scare that oec-
enrred on the oeeasion to which I referved.
What I am partienlarly concerned about is
the seaffolding on a building. However,
the provision is in the Bill. I do not know
that there would be any inspector whose
duty it would be to supervise well-sinking,
but those responsible could be told that
they would have to put in safe gear and
seaffolding. I do not know that any par-
tienlar inspector would supervise such
work. The inspeetors we have are fairly
busy already in regard to the seaffolding
on buildings.

Mr. SEYWARD: A point raised when the
elanse was before the House last weck was
that the inspector had power to stop work
on the well if he considered that timbering
was necessary. Subelause (3) gives the
contractor or the owner the right to appenl
against the inspeetor’s decision, but gives
him only seven days in which to make up
his mind whether he will appeal or not. If
he deeides to appeal he must do so to a
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police magistrate. In the city, police magis-
trates may readily be available hut that is
not so in country areas, and there was no
provision setting out what was to happen
between the time a man decided to appeal
and the Hime the ease was heard. The sub-
clause before us overcomes the sceond diffi-
culty. The T.eader of the Opposition has
pointed out that the other difficulty re-
mains, namely, the diffienlty of ohtaining
the services of a magisirate in a country
distriet te hear an appeal. For instanece,
the magistrate in the Great Southern area
resides at Albany. His distriet extends
thronghout the Great Sonthern, and it
might be a month before he could hear an
appeal. during whieh time the work wounld
be held up.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Therc
is very little alteration in respect of in-
speetion of any building outside the 25-mile
radius

Alr. Doney: Anyvthing over 15ft. whether
in the city or the country is subject fo in-
spection.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Bt
there is a 15ft. limit outside metropolitan
areas, whereas all limit has been removed
within the mefropolitan area, so there is a
great difference.

Amendment pnt and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause G—agreed to.

Clause 7—Amendment of the Schednle to
the prineipal Act:

Mr. DOXEY: I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of sub-paragraph (iii} of
paragraph (d) the words ‘‘builders' lubourers’”
be struck out with a view to inserting the
words ‘‘hod-carrievs,’
T can understand that a change might be
desirable in regard o the ladders used by
hod earriers. Thev carry heavy loads, and
the matter of spacing between the rungs is
of some consequence to them. TUneven
spacing might he dangerous. That would
not necessarily be so in the ease of ordin-
arv huoilders’ lahourers. The rungs are 9
or 10 inches apart. 1 do not suppose the
Minister has had anv complaints in that
regard. In the case of hed carriers. how-
ever, there might be a sound reason for re-
ducing the space to 8% inches all round.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T think
the term “builders’ labonrers” is the mod-
ern name for hod earriers.
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Mr. Doney: It would inelude a number
of other lahourers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Lad-
ders must he made safe for carpenters’
labourers who might be earrying something
up one of them, All builders nse these lad-
ders and it is an advantage to have them
uniform, The builders themselves do not
ohject,

Mr. Donex: T am in a position to say
they do object.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: T should think
the builders”™ labourers would objeet. It is
a very hard job climbing a ladder with a
load on one's shoulder, and to make the
space 8) inches would mean more steps.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
provision has been drafted carvefully hy ex-
perienced men,

Hon. C. G. Latham: T Jdon't snppose
they bhave ever elimbed a ladder, with a
load of bricks on their shonlders.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am

not an authority on the correct spacing of
rungs, but this provision was drafted hy
the best authorities.
This was agreed to both hy the builders’
labourers and the contractors. The buildeys’
labourers made representations for uniform
ladders to the chief inspeetor.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I wonder why 8%
inehes was nol inserted in the Bill ins‘ead £
814 inches.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
han. member ean move an amendment to
alter the figure,

AMr. DONEY : If the amendment is passed,
the ladders at present in use will have fo he
serapped. To change the spacing of the
rungs from 9 inehes or 10 inches apart to
8% inches apart wou!d weaken the ladder.
hecause additional holes wonld have {o bhe
bored in the uprichts. The reduetion to 814
inches is reasonable for the hod earrier, hut
we must make provision Lor olher huilders®
Iabourers also.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T in-
quired into that matter and was asgred thak
a uniform tyvpe of ladder was now being
constructed with the rungs spaced 814 inches
apart. The object iz fo obtain nniformity
in ali seaffolding gear.

Mr. Donex: I should say 9 inches iz the
average,

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: I it
will eomfort the member for Williams-Nar-
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rogin, T may inform him that the Bill will
involve very little alteration in seaflolding
gear.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the ladders at
present in use must be nltered in conse-
quence of this provision, the uprights will
have to be rebored and so the whole ladder
will be weakened, as the member for Wil-
linms-Narrogin said. So that builders will
not be put to loss hy having to serap the
ladders at present in use, we should provide
that ladders to he consiructed after the pass-
ing of the Act shall be made to comply with
ithe Act. Uniformity is, of course, highly
desirable, but we should not obtain it at
great expense. 1T hope the Minister will
consider the point I have raised. T have no
desire to delay the Bill, otherwise [ would
ask him fo report progress.

Mr. DONEY: This is the firgt time that
T ean reecall having to ask the Honse to take
no notice of the views exprezsad by the
Leader of the Opposition. I am forecd to
do so now. I have sought informatior. from
people who know a great deal more about
this matter than I do, or, judging by the
tenor of the debate, ihan does any other
member. I am informed there is a big dif-
ference hetween the terms general labourer
and hod carvier. General labourer includes
hod carrier, but the reverse does not apply.
Only abont 50 per cent. of general labourers
are hod carriers. The NMinister might be
satisfied to provide that the spacing of fhe
rungs shall be 9 inches insfead of 8% tnches.
I hope he will report progress so  that
further inquiries may be made.

Mr. THORN: A spacing of 8% inches is
ridienlous.

The CHATRMAN: The question is tfo
strike out the words ‘“hunilders’ Jabourers.’’

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . . N
Noes .. . .. 19
Majority against .o 4
" AYESQ.
M Ferguson Wr. Sampson
Mr. Hill Mr, Seward
Mr. Hughes Mr, Thorn
Mr. Lathom Mr. Warner
Mr. McDonald Mr. Welsh
Mr. McLarty Mr. Willmott
Mr. North Mr. loyle .
Mr. Patrick (Teller.y
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NOES.
Mr, Coverley A~ Raphael
Mr. Cross Mr. Rogdorede
Mr. Fox Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hegney Mr I UL L, smilh
Mre., Lambert Mr, Styvants
Mr. Leahy Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Marsnall Mr. Willcock
Mr. Millington AMr. Wiee
Mr. Needham Mr. Wilson
Mr. Panton {Teiler.>
Pams,
AYESB. NoEs,
Mr. Doust Miss Holman
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Troy
Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Nuisen
Mr. Mann Mr, Hawke

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : We should provide
that the spacing sfipnlated shall not apply
to any ludders now in existence.

The Minister for Works: No,

The Minister for Mines: Would you in-
clude those manufactured and unsold?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They should be
exeluded.  Time is neeessary to draft a
suitable amendment. PPerhaps we dould
provide that after the passing of this mea-
sure no ladder shall be made exeept in
conformity with this provision. Qtherwise
unneceessary expense and waste will be oe-
cagioned. I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘labourcrs!’ in sub-
paragraph  (iit} the words ‘‘shall he spneed
at eight and onc-halt inches (84 ineles) eentre
to eentre’? be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
does the hon. memher propose to insert in
lien of the words to be struck out? DPer-
haps a certain period could be provided.
The subparagraph is merely an addition to
Hegulation 16, whieh stipulates the types
of ladder permitted. The information at
my disposal shows that this was approved
by the Chief Inspeetor of Seaffolding,
whose business it is to observe and deter-
mine what is advisable. There is no stan-
davd to-day.

Hon. N. Keenan: The ladder used on
these premises has spaees of nine inches
helween rungs,

The Minister for Mines: That is an old-
fashioned ladder.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And it
is not used for work on seaffolding. Mem-
bers will agree that it will be advantageous
to standardise ladders.

The Minister for Agriculture: This will
not affeet the ladder you use in hanging
vour pictures.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will affeet every
ladder in the State.
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The MINISTEL 1"OR WORIKS: No, only
those used in conncction with seaffolding.
This provision will apply only to those
Jandders,

Mr. Hegney: Has the inspector power to
burn or destroy Iadders not up te stan-
dard?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
noi that power at present, but we will be
able to deal with that phase later. The
time has arrived when a standard ladder
for use in connection with seaffolding must
be provided. That is mercly common sense.
A wider space than that specified in the
Bill affeets men earrying heavy loads, such
us hod-carriers. As a result of cxperience,
it has been found that 844 inches is a com-

fortable and reasonable spaece between
rungs,

Hon. N. Keenan: Why the extra half
inch?

The MINISTER YOR WORKS: Experts
sometimes fx arbilvary figures, and in this
instanee I am quoting expervt opinion. Does
any member of this Committee wish lo
pit his expert knowledge against that of
the Prineipal Architeet and of the Chief
Inspector of Seaffolding, who advise that
the proper space is 8% inches? Further
than that, I-am advised that practically all
the Dbnilding eontractors have constructed
their ladders to that standard, The experts
advise me that if the amendment is agreed
to, it will oceasion very little alteration in
existing equipment.

Mr. Doney: That would be all right if
the statement were correet, but it is not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This im-
provement seems to have popularised itself
already. No one objeets to it, and the
standard fixed is 814 inches.

The Minister for Mines: Why not com-
promise and make the standard between
eight and nine inches?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
From expetvience thal it is diffienlt when
working fo step from one ladder with
cight-ineh spaces on to one with nine-inch
spaces between the rungs.

Mr. Warner: After this, if the ladder
has nine-inch spaces, it will be declared
black.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, DONEY: Can I move to make the
space nine inches?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHATRMAN: I cannot now aceept
sueh an amendment.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 8, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed froim the 231k October.
Hegney in the Chair.

M.

Tote—Chicf Secrctury, BI7.663;

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
¥F. C. L. Smith-=Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[9.12:] These Estimates refer to a depart-
ment which covers the administrative aetivi
ties of the head office and of the following
sub-departments :—-Fisheries, Native Affairs,
Registry and Friendly Socicties, Prisons,
Harhour and Light and Jetties, Mental Hos-
pitals, and the Observatory. Various other
activities of o miscellancous nature also come
under the control of the head office.

The Correspondenee Despateh Office was
established 24 years ago, its main object
being to facilitute the transmission of inter-
departmental eorrespondence, files, ete., and
a reduction of general expenditure. It aets
as a central depot for the exchange of de-
partmental eorrespondence, eonduets Gov-
ernment mail serviees to 45 country towns,
and has a messenger delivery service to all
firms and private residences within a eertain
radius of Perth, Iremantle, Kalgoorlie,
Boulder, and Bunbury. During the year
1937-38 further country despateh offices were
opened at Cunderdin, Gnowangerup, and
Pinjarrn, with au estimated annual saving to
the Government on postages of not less than
£150. The opening-up of further centres at
Corrigin, Wongan Hills, and Dalwallinu is
now under consideration. The offieer in
charge of the Correspondence Despatch
Office is also in charge of the hulk of the
cleaning avrrangements of the various depart-
ments, and this co-ordination of the ¢leaning
services has reduced the cost to the Govern-
ment and increased the efficiency of the
work,

The work of the Department of Native
Affairs eontinues to grow, mainly through
the reliance placed upon it by the inereasing
number of natives needing heip and advice
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Out of some 26,300 nafives,
approximately 16,000 are more or less
direetly in touch. The social work of the
department has inereased tremendously, re-
lating as it does to almost every phase of
human endeavour. Se¢ far, any additional
moneys available above normal require-
ments have heen devoted to provision for the
sick and to the control and diseovery of
disease. This phase of the maiter has been
eonstantly kept in view daring recent years.
The medical inspection throughout the NXorth
eontinues, with consequent hospitalisation of:
natives at Wyndham, Derby, Broome, and
Port Hedland, and clinies as an adjunct at
Munja and Moola Bulla stations. Trained
nursing stafls ave attached to all these places.
The northern medical services gencrally are
assisting (o their utmost. At gertain eentres
in the North-West, owing to the ineveasing
colonred populations additional activities
are imperative. Bosides some 60 paid officers
of the department, there arve throughout the
country 102 protectors assisting in adminis-
trative matters. Then there are three cattle
stations in Kimberley and the native settle-
ment in the Midlands, besides six staffed
feeding depois and 66 rationing stations.
The inspeetion work is to be continned in
the Kimberleys, and also elsewhere as far as
practicable. Hon., members who have rcad
the report of this department Iaid on the
Table know that it includes a highly valuable
report on the inspection by Dr. Davis. As
I have indieated, this work is to be continued.

At Moore River native settlement, at pre-
sent the only scttlement in the South-West,
with a capaeity limit of 500 people, many
improvements have been made. These in-
elnde an additional training centre for child-
ren, cottages for the people and the provi-
sion of an up-to-date electrie light and water
scheme throughont. The acquisition of land
for another settlement in the South-West is
in progress, and yect another settlement is
contemplated in the eastern districts.
Drought eonditions in the North have mili-
tated against the native cattle stations earn-
ing substantial profits, but last year Moola
Bulla praetieally paid its way, and ¥Munja
has produced considerable revenue by the
initial enltivation of certain tropieal pvo-
ancts.

Numerons ealls npon the department made
hy a people graduallly emerging from a
primitive state towards a civilised condition,

at its hands.
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and the eongequent reactions uwpon the pub-
lic @enerally which such a condition brings
about, impose upon the staff a task which
taxes it severely, and whieh should ensure to
it the sympathy and good will ¢f the publie
in the discharge of a diflicnlt duty. The
tnereages eover only mest wrgent services,
and do not admit of any considerable ex-
pansion of the department,

I'he aetivitios of the Registrar General's
braneh cover Registry, Statislical, Friendly

Bocieties  and  Government  Actuary, and
Commonwealth National 1Tealth awd DPen-
sions Inswranee Act, 1938, T ihink most

hon, members are aware of the aetivities off
theze sub-branches, bat 1 desive to refer in
some dotail to Notional HMealth and Pensions
Insarance.  The passing of the Common-

wealth  Aet will not direetly aifect  the
friendly  sovieties  registered  under il
Fiendly Societies Act of this State. It is

probable, however, that all the friemdly
socteties granting the usua! siekness and dis-
ablement henefits will form sepavate organi-
sations for registration as approved societics
nnder the National Health and Pensions In-
surance Aet, These approved societies will,
however, be centirely separate and distinet
from the rvegistered friendly societies. Tf it
is found that many of the members of
friendly societies who are gcompelled to enter
an approved society under that Act do noi
desire to retain full membership in the
friendly society, then certain reserves in the
friendly society will be liberated; and it
will be necessavy for sueh friendly socicties
to preparve schemes to deal with the lberated
reserves. It is very hard to estimate what
effect national insurance will have on the
aclivities of the friendly soecieties. Perhups
the membership of existing friendly socicties
will be reduced, but I do not think the socie-
ties generally anticipate that sueh will he
the case.  Members of friendly societies
have some consideration for their indi-
vidual wellare and some appreciation
of the desirability of the insurance whieh
the socicties extend to members.  Thaue
persons will continue to remain members of
friendly societies and to enjoy the bencfits
that those societies offer, apart from par-
ticiputing in whatever benefits are derived
from the National 1Ieaith and Pensions In-
suranec Act introdnced by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Registrar General is, however,
watching the interests of friendly socicties
and he has had & number of eonferenees with
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the officers of those organisations, Quite
probably a short amendment of the Friendiy
Soricties Aet will he required seon and that
matter is receiving consideration,

The Prisons Depavtment last year dealt
with a daily average of 197 prisoners at
Trremantle, and at the Pardelup Prison Farm
the number was 49. The system of classify-
ing prisoners has been maintained and every
care is taken Lo segregate vouthful and first
offenders from the habitual eriminal class.
Efforts are made to reelaim prisoncrs, and
those efforts are not confined only fo first
offenders.  Bneouragement is extended in
every case where any desire to improve him-
self s shown by a prisoner. Many prisoners
seck to become efficicut workmen in the avail-
able oceupations, and when prisoners are re-
leased assistanec is afforded to them wher-
cver possible to help them to rchalbilitate
themselves.

Mr. Sampson: Is suflicient work found
for them to kecp them going?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 think
=0,

Mr. Sampson: That is zood news.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
increased seale of gratuitics continues to be
a wreat improvement and the prisoners take
more interest in their tasks and avail them-
selves of the opportunities to become efficient
in tailoring, carpentry, bootinaking and
printing,

The Minister for Agriculture: They learn
printing, do they?

The MINISTER 1FOR JUSTICE: They
do, and that is a matter that should interest
the member for Swaun. Any hon. member
who has been to the IFremantle prison and
had an opportunity of seeing the work
turned out in the various branches T have
mientioned will agree that the work per-
formed is very good. This indieates that
the men are under cfficient supervision, and
fhat they have opportunitics of learning a
trade. The value of the remunerative work
performed at the prison during the year was
£3,814, heing an increase of £381 over 1936-
37. At the Pardelup prisen farm there are
49 prisoners under the supervision of four
officers, including the oftieer in charge, and
the men are engaged on afforestation work,
clearing for agricuitural purposes, apple-
growing, sheep-breeding and dairying.  De-
velopmental work s leing earrvied on
steadily and the land is cieared for the put-
ting down of pasture. The Pardelup drain-
age is progressing satisfactorily: a floek of

[ASSEMBLY.]

sheep is heing built ap, and the woal is con-
sidered to be of a high standard and the
returns are satisfactory. The value of the re-
muaerative work performed there durine
1937-38 s estimated at £6,224, an increase
of £3Y97 over the figure for 10362147,

The aetivitivs of the Harbour and Light<
Department include the conirol of the vari-
ous ports embracing the port lights, heacons,
buoys, ete.: the admimstration of the Jetties
Aet, 1926, including the departmental work
at the jetties at Carnarvon, Ouslow, P*oint
Samson, Broeme, Derby and Wyndham; the
control of pilolage services at Albany, Bun-
bury, Busselton, Geraldton, Wyndhom, Es-
perauce; and the admimstration of the State
Navigation Act and the Boat Licensing
Act. The revenue and expenditure of the
department is goverued to a very great ex-
teat by the fluctuation of production in the
North-West, mainly in respect of cattle,
sheep and wool.  The earge handled at
north-west  ports haz inerensed greatly in
recent months, partienlarly at Derby, where
a mofor locomotive has been substituted for
horse truction, which has heen in existeuce
since the porl was under departmental con-
trol. The erection of the new timber jetty
at Point Sawson has resulted in the aboli-
tion of lighterage at that port, us vessels now
berth at the jetty which has a berthage
accommodation of 330 feet on two xides and
a depth of water of 22 feet at low tide.
AMotor haulage s also in foree at this port.
Pile dolphins on which will be crected AG.\.
Hashing lights are being erected in Denham
Channel at Shark Bay in place of the light
buavs now in position.  These beacons heing
higher will he a vast nuprovement on  the
light Luoys and wili he were eusily picked
up hy mmsters navigating this long channel
by day or by night.

The dronght conditions  experienced
throughout last vear were veflected in the
trade at the various North-West ports, par-
ticularly at Carnarvon, where there was a
considerable reduction in the shipments of
wool and cases of bananas.

The following wstitutions ave under the
control of the Mental Hospitals Depart-
ment :—The  Claremont  Mental  Hospital,
Green Place Menial Hospital, Whithy Falls
Mental Hospital, Lemnos Roldiers” Hospital,
and Heatheote Reception Home.  On the
st December, 1937, 1476 persons were
certified as insane in this State as against
1,451 on the 31st December, 1936, an in-
crease of 23.
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My, Bampson: Do you blamme the Govern-
ment for that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : During
the year the number of deaths was 67 and
the discharges were 84, of whom 67 were dis-
charged as recovered. The Claremoni Men-
tal Hospital is still overerowded hut with
the employment of three additional attend-
ants, and a rearrangement of accommoda-
tion, the position has been relicved to some
extent in the male ward. Newer forms of
treatment for mental iliness have heen
undertaken and becn found to give promis-
ing results in cases of recent origin. The
treatment nceessitated an increase in the
medieal and npursing staff. The Heatheote
Reception Hotne is now lo a greatev extent
{ulfilling its purpose.

Hon. N. Keenan: OL, is it?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
member for Nedlands might be interested to
know. One never knows just what might
happen to one in this world, so that people
who ave unfortunate cnough to have to
avail themselves of the facilities of the
Heatheote Reception Home are not people
to be ridiculed.

Hon. N. Keenan: That is not the point.

The MINISTER T'OR JUSTICE: Those
unfortunate people should not be ridiculed,
because, affer all, none of us knows when
we ourselves may be in a mental econdition
that will necessitate treatment at the Heath-
cot¢ Reception Home. This home is in-
tended for new and rceoverable eases, and,
with the new mcthods of treatment for men-
tal disorders, the insiitution is able to cope
with a larger number of patients, for the
reason that their stay in the home is of
shorter duration. During the year the num-
ber of admissions was 340, of which 64
were re-admissions. OF the eases dis-
charged, 172 were recovered or relieved and
38 not improved; 21 patients died in the
lieme and 111 were transferred to hospitals
for the insane. The number of patients in
the Heathcote Reception Home on the 3lst
December, 1937, was 86, a decrease of two

from the number on the 3lst December,
1936, '
The operations of the Observatory

ave always of interest to members. The
State time service is automatically tronsmii-
tedd hourly by the Observatery to the Rail-
way Department, the General Post Office
and the broadcasting stations, from which it
is trangmitted all over the Rtate. Shipping
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ind lighthouses are advised at ¢ aan. and
9 p.m, by means of the Appleeross radio.
Some watchmakers also receive the hourly
signal; and, of course, there is the daily
time gun that most of us hear. A signal
is sent to the operating reom at the GhP.O.
fov instant despateh to all telegraph stations.
Wireless time signals ave also received nearly
every day from Tordeaux and Rughy
(Greenwich time), Copies of seismological
reeords are distributed to about 30 co-
operating  centres  throughont the world.
During the year 267 earth movements were
regorded, of whieh 115 were severe earth-
quakes, The scienee of seismology is be-
coming of increasing importanee in the elu-
cidation of the strueture of the earth and
in the detection of the presence of domes,
which ave often associated with oil.
Member: That is important.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
most  important. It is only of recent
vears that domes have heen associated with
the presenee of oil. That has been recog-
nised hy a company operating in the Noxth-
West of our State. Where there is a dome,
oil may be present. We all hope that oil
may be discovered. This method is prae-
tised extensively in Canada and the United
States. Time tables are cowmpiled by the
Observatory that are of particular value
to shipping on the North-West coast. Dur-
ing the year, the predicted tide tables for
1929 at IPort Hedland were compiled.
Members will rcalise, therefore, that al-
though the Observatory is from time to
time subjected to eriticism, it is doing very
useful work. 1 venture to say that the
information it supplies to various shipping
scrviees, the Railway Department and other
activities throughont the State, is very
valnable and much apprectated. Owing to
the illness of the Government Astromomer,
the viewing of cclestinl objeets through the
hig teleseope was confined to the first
half of the year. The number of visitors
was T08, and they visited the Observatory
on 52 nights. The educational value of
such visits to schools, societies and the gen-
eral publie is undoubted. The general in-
formation furnished by the Observatory
includes tables of suurise and sunset, moon
phases and moonrise and moonset. Those
tables ave distributed to the Press, various
institutions and persons, nlso to the main
airways services that ask for them. Astro-
nomical, seismologieal and general =eien-
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tifie information is also made available to
the Press as oceasion avises. Aneroids and
other instruments are tested at various
times. Fleetrical and wireless apparvatus
enables Observatory officials to speak direct
te any part of Australia and report on the
weather and forecasts.

The Fisheries Department, which was
previously under the control of the Pre-
mier, has now been brought under the con-
trol of the Chief Seeretary, exeept as to
activities under the Game Act. The for-
mer Chief Inspector, Mr. Aldrich, vetired
from the Public Serviee in August last,
and his successor is Mr. A, J. Fraser, for-
merly of the New South Wales Fisheries
Department. During the ensuing veav it
is intended to make a comprehensive sur-
vey of the fisheries resources of the State
to determine the hest means of developing
the fishing industry and eneouraging pro-
duction and also to stimulate the tourist
attractions of the State by a progressive
policy of t{ront aeclimatisation. Fishing
ports and suitable freshwater streams will
be investigated for these purposes. The
number of fishermen’s licenses issued dur-
ing 1937-38 compares very favourably with
the number issued during the preceding
vear. The produection of fish, based on in-
formation available for the two years, was
as under—

Fish, 1036-37

1937-38

Prawas, 1936-37 ..

45,460 cwt.
49,247 ewt.
4,104 gallons.

1937-38 8,753 gallons.
Craxfish, 1936-37 32,479 dozen.
1937-38 458,363 dozen.
Crabs, 1936-37 14,610 dozen.
1937-38 14,359 dozen.

The estimated value of the 1937-38 pro-
duetion is £157,00(.

Only one whaling fleet operated off our
eoast during the 1938 season, as the second
of the two American fleets that operated
last year was unable to contain the eonsent
of its Government. Such consent is essen-
tial under international law. Unless whal-
ers flving the flags of other nations come
to this coast in 1939, there is every pro-
bability that no fleet will operate off our
coast and Western Aunstralia will forego a
large item of vevenue. The fleets
pay 2 lieense fee for the factory ship and
each chaser, and also a rovally on each
barrel of oil won, During the year 1937-38
the vevenue from whaling was £4,578.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Sampson: Is there no report regard-
ing the gilgie industry?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
diminishing demand for pearls and pearl-
shell in the world mavkels is the reasen that
the pearling industry cannot be zaid to be
flonrishing, despite the fact that the actual
produetion has not suffered any great dimi-
nution. There is every reason to helieve, how-
ever, that several Japanese pearling vessels
have made exploratory visits to the pearling
grounds outside the terriforial waters adja-
cent to the North-West coast in the vieinity
of Broome, and it would appear that ex-
perienced divers in and about Broome have
been canvassed for the fleet, which it iz
rmmanred will visit these grounds next year.
The fisheries launch “Koorooldhu” has now
been equipped with wireless, which greatiy
adds to its utility.

The Game Act covers the taking and ex-
porting of birds and animals, the collection
of royally on marsupial skins, the licensing
of persons to take kangarcos for food pur-
poses and auathorities to destroy game doing
damage to property. Those arc all the notes
I have from the Chief Seeretary on the vari-
ous departments under his eontrol, Perhaps
I should apologise for having been under the
necessity of practically reading the notes,
hut that was inescapable on secount of my
having to present the Estimates of depart-
ments other than my own.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.41]: This is
a very interesting department, of which the
fullest information shonld be made avail-
able to members. Tt is a departiment in
which theve is opportunity for considerable
refarm. The time is long overdue when
chronie and harmless patients in the mental
hospitals should be afforded an opportun-
ity to work on a farm. Some time ago a
proposal was vonsidered to take over lamd
far south of Fremantle in an area that is
practically unsettled, but where the land is
excellent for the growing of vegetables and
other produce that should he of great ad-
vintoge to the Hospital for the Insave.
Undoubtedly the provision of a reasonoble
amount of work, particularly for those who
have been aceustomed to work, would ve-
lieve the awful tedinm and monotony of the
day. Many potients at the Hospital for
the Insane would welcome an opportunity
fo work on a farm of this kind. Unfor-
tunately the project has not heen proceede]
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with. I would not ¢harge the Minister or
any departmental officer with lack of sym-
pathy, but the plantation of fig trees estab-
lished at the Hospital for the Insane in
1923 has lacked attention. The area has
gradually diminished.

The Minister for Mines: The frvit-fly has
spoilt the fruit.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am glad that that in-
terjection did not come from the Minister
for Agriculture.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. memher
cannot discuss fruit-fly under this vote.

Mr. SAMPSON: But the Minister for
Aines stated that the fies at Clavemont are
of no serviee because of the prevalence of
fruit-fly.

The CHAIRMAN: That does not entitle
the hon. member to diseuss frmt-fly under
this vote.

Mr. Cross: Get a few grasshoppers!

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon, member
imagines that he has a mouopoly of fruit-
fly in his district.

Afr. Cross: No, the fruit-fly is in the Swan
district.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am heginning fo hope
it is no longer in the Swan district, hecause
the AMinister has heen active in controlling
tbe pest. I had a good deal to do with the
arrangements for planting the fig frees at
Claremont. TUnfortunately they have not
heen cared for, and the area, under fig trees
is gradvally diminishing. There is no bet-
ter fruit then the fig, and it is importans
that a supply of fresh fruit be maintained
in the interests of the health of the patients.
I was led to speak of the figs beeause of the
importance of fruit and grveenm vegetables
in the dietary scale of the patients.

The Minister for Agriculture:
leaves?

Mr. SAMPSON: They have not been
used for that purpose. I hope the Minis-
ter will impress upon the officials the im-
portance, from a humanitarian viewpoint,
of providing a farm which would give those
patients who desire work an opportunily
to work. If they were permitted to work,
they would he more Jikely to return to
normality, and the production of vegetables
and ecertain fruits would be useful for the
patients.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Is not there a farm
at Whithy Falis?

Not fig
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Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, but that farm is
for a special type of patient. I understand
that ot Whithy Falls, as at other mental
homes, the accommodation for patients is
taxed to the limit.

The Minister for Mines: Considering the
price of vegetables, do not you think we
have cnough mental patients already?

Mr. SAMPSOY: But we ought to con-
sider the value to the pabtients of the work
of producing the vegetables,  The Minister
works in his flower-garden. Tt he did not
da 50, would he he as fit as he is to-dax?
It 2 farm were provided, the condition of
many of the patients would greatly -
prove; to give them opportunities to work
would be a kindness to many of thewmn, and,
in addition, the produre from the garden
would ensure a supply of cortain foods of
which mental patients do not get sufficient.
The last thing I would snggest is Lthe rais-
ing of commodities for which there is no
market, bhut the patients wounld consume
the produee that was raised and it would
be provided at no cost to the Government.
One other point is that the Claremont Hos-
pital for the Tnsane is overerowded. IE the
farm were cstablished, that congestion
would be relieved anid the value of the space
theveby saved would be in exeess of what it
would cost to cstablish the favm.

The Mimister for Mines: They would want
representation on the Onion Board.

My, SAMPSOXN: T believe the Minister
in charge of the Lamacy Department will
agree with me that that proposition is
worthy of investigation. There is a distinct
need for it, and the work would have «
doubly  beneficial  effect. The minds of
patients would bhe relieved and the work
would be nseful. T will leave the subject of
our mental hospitals after referring briefly
to the importance of looking after the fig
trees that T have mentioned. The depart-
ment should either Iook after them or destroy
them. I am afraid the departmental oflicials
made up their minds long ago that the irees
shonld be destroyed. They are growing on
Tand where ihere is 2 limestone deposit, and
T believe the Minister for Agrieulture will
agree with me that that is exeellent eountry
for fig trees. I btrust he will do me the cour-
tesy of instructing one of his inspectors to
aseertain why it is that the g trees planted
in the grounds of the Claremont Hospital
for the Tnsane for the benefit of the patients,
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arg not allowed to develop, 1 do not exag-
gerate when I say that from 60 to T( per
cent. of the trees have been grubbed out.

Myr. Patrick: Beeause of frunit fly?

Mr, SAMPSON : I will not aceept that as
an excuse, for the Minister would not allow
such a charge to he levelled against him.
To do so wounld 1mply ineptitude and disre-
gard for public infterests on the part of the
Agricultural Department, and I do not
think that is the position to-day, although
without doubt it was so earlier in the piece.

The Heathcote Reception Home is an insti-
tute of great valne, and many men and
women might to-day he certified cases held
in the Claremont Hospital for the Insane,
wero it not for its esiablishment. There
again additional accommodation is required,
which T hope will be provided. When atten-
tion is devoted to that task, I hope whoever
is responsible will see lo it that the place iz
not further placarded as an institution. The
big tower that was erected on the site seems
to me to stamp the bnildings at Heathcote
as an institotion. I would have preferred,
as did Mr. W. C. Anewin when he was a
member of this Chamber and took a keen
interest in lunacy matters, a home somewhat
along the lines of Enfield in Sonth Australia.

The Minister for Agrienlitnre: You have
been to quite a lot of these places.

Mr. SAMPSON: T have. I understand
the Minister, and I have not experienced
any diffienlty in getting along with those
who are more or less

The Minister for Agriculture:
understand each other!

Mr, SAMPSON: To deal with onr prisons
for a moment or two, I was glad to hear
from the Minister that plenty of work is
available for those who are inearcerated.

The Minister for Mines: You seem keen
on work for everyone to-night.

Mr. SAMPSON: If there is one nced spe-
cially felt by prisoners it is that they shall
have plenty to da. They prefer it. The
day is a long trying poriod for any man
who has insufficient work to undertake,

The Minister for Mines: Is this more of
vour experience?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister for Agri-
eulture ¢omes from Queensland and he will
remember that just ontside Brisbane there
is a large mental home.

The Minister for Agricnlture: Have you
heen there too?

Well, we
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Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. Goodna is a
very fine mental hospital, and the officer
in charge, who was good enough to take me
over the institution, said his diffeulty was
not fo obtain work but how fo get through
all the work he was able to provide for the
mental patients. To revert to prison mat-
ters, not far from Enfield in South Austra-
lia there is a big quarry where the prisoners
are able to work. They are also allowed to
grow vegetables and everything possible is
done to encourage the prisoners to cultivate
the habit of working. That system enables
the men when released from prison to secure
work outside. Any system whereby insaffi-
cient work is available means that prisoners
heeome unused to work and when released
they are a greater menace than before. I
was pleased, therefore, to hear that the pri-
soners in this State have plenty of work to
do. [ sinecrely hope that is so.

I have visited Pardelup, and T can congra-
tulate everyone associated with that institu-
tion on the progress made, the fine atmo-
sphere that pervades every branch of the
work and the bechaviour of the prisoners.
The men are not really treated as prisoners,
but are, so to speak, on parole. Their work
is carried ont with enthusiasm and ability.
All possible help should be rendered the pri-
sonecrs, and theiv conditions made such that
when they leave gaol they will have finished
finally with the penalty attaching to the mis-
deeds for which they were held. T trust
they will he so dealt with that, when
released, they wilt be able to obtain work,
or, hetter still, to take wup land for them-
selves.

With regard to the Fisheries Department,
I admit T do not know very much about its
work, and perhaps it is due to lack of know-
ledge on my part that T have never been able
to understand, nor bas any Minister ever ad-
vised ns in this House, why our own people
eannot snceessfully cavry on the fishing in-
dustry.  To judge from the price of fish,
splendid opportunities exist for persons de-
siring to establish a good paying business.
Unfortunately, however, the Italians ecatch
the fish and the Greeks sell them; the
Australian does not eome into the pictare.
The same observation applies to the whaling
industry. Tn faet, the position seems to he
the same throughout all industries conneeted
with fish. Oa odd cecasions a trawling com-
pany has been established here, and has
failed. Again, 2 fishing company was estah-
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lished in the North-West. That company
could not carry on; why, I do not know.

Mr. Doney: That was at Point Cloates.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. I hope the Minis-
ter in eharge will give consideration to the
snbject and ascertain whether it is not pos-
sible to encourage Australians to engage in
the industry. It is not my desive that the
Government should establish another State
enterprise; but if it is possible to put ap
some proposition whereby Australians will
he enconraged to fish, and to enter into the
fishing industry as regards both eatehing and
selling, we shall make some progress.

The Minister for Justice: What shall we
do with the other people?

Mr. SAMPSON: We can do with more
people, and with more fish. We ave starved
for fish.

The Minister for Justice: We are nof
starved for fish.

Mr. SAMPSON: I tell the Minister we
are. Pish is a very costly food. Now, I
have expressed my appreciation of Pardelup,
and I have made some remarks in regard to
Fremantle prison. Before leaving the sub-
jeet T must mention that the Minister refer-
red with some aplomb to the establishment of
a printing class in the latter prison. It is
pleaging that the prisoners should have some
work to do, and why not printing work?
Further, the Fremantle prison has its own
newspaper; in faet, it has had one for years.
That is a very good thing. The paper gives
the prisoners information which enables them
to keep in touch, to some extent at all events,
with the outside world. That is cxcellent,
heeause otherwise when they come out it is
made elear to a stranger that they must have
been segregated from the world for some
time, as they are not in touch with any mat-
ters of world interest. It is a good
paper. The printing branch of the Fre-
mantle prison, such as it is, presents an
example of obsolete machinery and type. T
o not know why our prison printery should
not he eonducted on the same lines as the
San Quentin printervy in California. There
the plant is modern.

The Minister for .Justice: California has
a bigger population,

AMr. SAMPSON : True: but while the Fre-
mantle prison need not have a hig plant, it
might have one reasonably up to date. At
San Quentin prizon, ont from San Francisco,
is to be found an example of modern print-
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ing machinery, and the prisoners do excellent
work. I should say that upon release they
would be able to held a job in & modern
printing offiec.

The AMinister for
newspaper offices there
machinery.

Mre. SAMPSON: Yes. They are lucky to
have any machinery at all. I appreciate the
information given by the MMinister, and I
liope that some of the suggestions made will
he considered practicable and will be earried
into effect.

Justice: In  some
is a lot of old

MR. McLARTY {Murray - Wellington)
[10.6]: I was glad to hear the Minister say
that the Chief Inspector of Fisheries will do
something to encourage the breeding of frout
in Western Australian waters =uitable for
thew, [ saw some specimens at the Tarvey
Show reeently., Trout breeding has rveally
not been going on long, but there were some
splendid  specimens shown at Harvey—an

indieation that our south-western streams
can be stocked with the fish. Y 'nquestion-

ubly, if that is brought about-—and T believe
it will be—a great deal will have been done
to eneourage tourist traffic in Western Aus-
tralin. The grant of £150 made available
Tor this purpose during the last year or two
is not sulficient. 1 would tell the Chicf In-
spector of Fisheries that auvthing he feels
inelined to do to eneourage the breeding of
trout will veeeive full support from the Fish
Aececlimatisation Society, Moveover, in the
South-West there are numbers of organisu-
tions intevested in the subjeet, and thev
would readily co-operate with the Chief In-
=pector. T am glad, and I can say thoso
arganisations are glad, that we have a Chief
Tuspeclor who is interested and is desivouns
of helping them. T hope the Minister for
Justice will bring under the notice of the
Chief Seerctary the need for a larger graut
of money.

[ wish to say something about the Fish-
eries Vote generally. The fishing industry
and those engaged in it ave, T venture to say,
deserving of more consideration than they
have received in the past, Tt seems that the
Fisheries Department will issuc as nany
licenses ns are applied for, irvespective of
whother the fish are there to he eaught or a
living is to be made. In my distriet there
are now about 100 men engaged in fishing.
That number is sufficient for the fish avail-
able in the waters in which the men earry on
their oeenpation, I would not favour the
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taking away of licenses Erom wmen who
aleeady have them, and I would also agree
that the sons of flshermen should receive
liconses if they want them; but the granting
of an mulbmited number of licenses does not
give fishermen a ebance to make a living.
Besides, it encourages illegal Ashing,

The Minister for Justiee: Illegal fishing?

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes, netling in closed
witers.  Those engaged in the fishing indus-
try are entitled to a living wage. We all
know what the life of a fisherman is like. Tt
cannot be deseribed as an easy life hy any
stretely of the imagination,

The Minister for Justice: One would not
thiuk, therefore, that so0 very many would be
arteacted to the industry.

Me, MeLLARTY : When a man applies for
a license he states the waters in whieh he in-
tends to fish and T would make this supwes-
tion

The Minister for Justice: Who is to he the
Judge of what markets are available?

My, MelLARTY; The Chief Inspector
should he a judge as to whether there are
sificient fish in the waters in which a man
proposes to operate and he should also have
an intimate knowledge of marketing condi-
tions. The fisherman to-day has to take
what is given him, Te has an unsatistfactory
marketing system aund as his prodoet is
highly perishable he has no option but to
take what is offered him. There 15 no rues-
tion that fisheymen have heen exploited in
the post. Some organisation of the fishing
industry is neeessary. The men engaged in
fiching in my electorate are Australians.
The member for Swan stated that those en-
gaged in the industry were all foreigners.

Mr. Sampson: T zaid those engaged in
deep-sea fishing.

AMr. Patrick: They supply the bulk of the
fish.

Mr. MeLARTY : That iz so, but the men
Io whom 1 refer, numbering from 80 ta 10,
are all Britishers, At times they find it ex-
reedingly diffienlt to make a living and he-
vatise they ave tshermen thev experience
dilficulty in obtaining relicf work.  These
men should receive some protection and no
further licenses should he granted until
those alrendy in the iodustry are assured
of making a reasonable living., The Minister
would have no serious difficulty in aseer-
taining whether they are doing so. As the
member for Swan has pointed out, a large
numher of foreigners iz engaged in fishing
in this State and if we are not carcful the
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time will rapidly approach when we will not
have any of our own peaple in the indnstry
at all. I was asked recently at a largely
altended neeting of fishermen to hring theiv
position before Parliament. [ am taking
this opportunity of bringing before members
the disadvantage resulting from the issue of
an unlimited namber of licenses. The Act
states that licenses may be issued at the dis-
eretion ol the Chick Inspector of Tisheries,
hut it appears to e only a matter of mak-
ing an application for a man to be able to
obtain a license, The indusirvy has not had
that interest taken in it to which it is en-
titled. That lack of interest has becn due to
the faet that it has heen diffienlt for the
department lo oblain money. The Fisheries
Department appears to be always =hort of
funds. [ think it can be claimed thal the
depaviment has always been starved. [
stress the fact that something should he done
to encourage our own people to remain in
the fishing industry. )

The Minister for Justice: What do von
suggest?

Ay, MeLARTY: T suggest limiting e
licenses, for one thing, and aseertaining what
the position of the market is and what quan-
tity of fish is consumed loeally. That wonld
he a starting point. Tf the Bureaw of Tn-
dustry and Economic Research iz established
this is onc of the matters that mighg well
reeeive its carly attention. The Minister
would be well advised to make inguiries ns
soon as possible with a view to these men
being  afforded assistanee. It has been
pointed out that fish is a very nccessary
food, and I bhelieve that a marked improve-
ment could be elfeeted in the present market-
ing conditions. New methods of marketing
fish have been adepted in Sydney. The
Chief Inspeetor of Fisheries in this State is
a recent arrival fromt Sydney and I snggest
that he might bhe able to give eertain infor-
mation as to the latest methods of marketing
and distribuling fish.

MR. WITHEERS (Buunbury) [10.16): This
is apparcutly the only vote that enables us
to o on a fizhing expedition in this Honse.
The fishing industry is the only matier T
wizlh to discuss. I am still coneerned about
the need for the provision of transport foy
fisheries inspectors. T raised this matter last
year and the Premier advised me over his
shoulder that something would be done in
that eonnechion. T do not want to oo over
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the whole greund again, but 1 do know that
the fisherivs inspeetors have not the road
transport Eacilities they should have to en-
able them praperly to supervise the waters
under their control. It is diflicult for them
at Limes to proeeed over long distances unless
they can obtain o lift from a friendly travel-
ler who has a motor enr ai his disposal. 1
do not want to labour the question, but the
Government should treat it seriously with a
view to ensuring that the inspeetors who
have such oncrons dufies are provided with
proper means of transport.

Another matter that perturbs me is the
appointment of the Chief Inspector of Fish-
cries. In Mr, Aldricls we had an admirable
Chief Inspecior for many vears, On his
retivement there was apparvently no one in
Western Australia  capable ol succeeding
him. T do not know Mr. Fraser, but he must
have been a capable man or he wonld not
Liave been appointed to the position.

Hon. €. G. Latham: The Government
would not have appointed him otherwise,
would it?

Mr. WITHERS: That 13 so. The point
I make it that there should be facilities in
Woestern Australia for the scientifie training
of our own inspeetors so that they might be
Aualified to occupy the office of Chief In-
spector.  That sueh promelion is possible
hag been demonsirated by the experience in
other departments, When it Deecame neces-
sary to appoint a new chief olficer of the
fire brigade we were able to secure the ser-
vices of a man who had been trained in
Western Australin and who was capable of
filling the position. T hope that the same
will apply to all other departments and par-
ficularly to this one. We have very cfficient
and eapable young {ishing inspeetors in this
State and they are enthnsiastic men; but
when it eomes to appointment to the high
and honourable position of Chief Inspector,
although they may think they have the
qnalifications, they have not been trained
along seientific lines to understand all the
ramifications of the industry, The fishing
inspector in the Sonth-West, with his head-
quarters at Bunbury, has taken a great in-
terest in his work during the period in
which he has been an inspector. Soon aftev
his appointment he eonceived the idea that
it would be possible to breed oysters in
the estuarial waters at Bunbury, He ex-
perimented in that dirvection and I read in
the newspapers the other day fhat the oys-
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ters are doing very well. That was un-
lieard of in the past, We are still import-
ing oysters, but possibly we shall estab-
lish them in our own waters. I understand
he is experimenting with whelk, which is
a type of shell-fish that encournges bream.
If that is so, angling in those waters will
be better than it is now,

Another matter I desive to mention was
touched on by the Minister. I refer to
hoat licenses. The member for Murray-
Wellington also spoke on the subjcet. Boat
licenses must be obiained by people hefore
they ean take up the trade of fishing. Num-
bers of hoats are licensed in my distriet,
and many fishermen have taken out
licenses. These men, however, have no
facilities to land their fish. T refer parti-
cularly to the deep-sea Toats, I have
placed this matter before the Public Works
Department with a view to having facili-
ties provided at Bunburw, such as a jetty,
so that the fishermen may Jand their
entches there.  Although the boats are
licensed at Bunbury and the fishermen pro-
ceed south to make their cateh, they must
take their boats to Fremantle, where faei-
lities are provided to land the catch. The
men must then return to Bunbuary and sef
out once more for the fishing-grounds. If
landing facilities were provided at Bun-
bury, the men conld land their cateh there,
send it to Perth by owr railways, and be
back on the fishing-grounds in the time it
would take them to land the catch at Fre-
mantle, They lose a great deal of time.
Having paid for their licenses, they arve
entitled, we consider, to facilities to land
their ecatehes at Bunbury, Thuat is all T
have to say on the vofe.

MR, COVERLEY {Kimberley) [10.23]:
T desire to add a few remarks on the Chief
Seeretary s Fstimates. Before doing so, I
wish to pay a tribute to our recently re-
tived Chief Inspector of Fisheries, Mr. Al-
drich. I have been in close toueh with Mr.
Aldrich in his official capacity for the past
12 or 14 vears, and have found him a very
efficient officer and a capable administra-
tor. e was courtesy itself to the gencral
public with whom he eame in contact. It
will be diffienlt to replace him. I lave met
the newly-appointed Chief TInspector of
Tisheries, Mr. Fraser. We are to be con-
gratulated on the choice of Mr. Fraser to
replace Mr, Aldrich. He appears to know
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his business thoroughly and is very inter-
ested in his work. I ask the Minister to
request the Chief Secretary to give Mr.
Fraser the opportunity to make an early
visit to the northern portion of the State,
mainly beeause of the rather peeuliar posi-
tion existing there. He wonld gain much
first-hand knewledge of the pearling indus-
try and of the possibilities of a fishing in-
dustry ou our north-west coast. I hope the
Minister will impress upon the Chief See-
retary the necessity for Mr. Fraser to take
the earliest opportunity to make such a
trip; because, as was indieated by the
Chief Secretary’s notes, the pearling indus-
try is not in a prosperous eondition at the
moment. A visit from the Chicf Inspector
of Fisheries would probably be helpful both
to the industry and to the Government.

The suggestion has heen made that the
fishing industry has been sadly neglected
in this State. I believe thai to be so, but
it is no fault of the Fisheries Department
or its officials. The faet is that the Austra-
lian does not find the fishing industry at-
traetive enough to engage in. Very few
Australians engage in the fishing industry
for a living. The suggesiton was also
made that restrietion of licenses might
help, but I do not think so. ILicenses are
issued fo fishermen to fish in certain re-
stricted areas of our waters. It is unneces-
sary for a fisherman to seeure a license to
hawk or sell fish in the metropolitan area.
If the issue of fish licenses is restricted,
the probability is that the supply of fish
will be reduced and the priece inereased.
That would not help us much.

As the member for Swan has said, some
attempts have been made to start a fishing
indnstry on the north-west coast, and he
inquired the reason for their failure. In
my opinion, failure was due mainly to lack
of eapital. The people who embarked npon
the indunstry were not possessed of snfficient
capital to give the ventore a fair trial. A
few energetic people, who knew the vast
quantities of fish that could be caunght
casilv on the north-west coast, did make
fhe attempt to establish themselves in the
fishing industry there. They did not rea-
lise, however, that capital was necessary lo
furnish refrigerated factory ships and
provide cool sterage acecommodation in the
metropolitan avea. Then there was the
difficulty of marketing the fish. The fish
market is controlied by people of other

[ASSEMBLY.]

nationalities. If some of our own people
had the nceessary capital to purchase traw-
lers and factory ships and to provide cool
storage accommodation in the metropolitan
area, I believe they eould sueeessfully en-
gage in the fishing indusiry on our North-
West coast.

I do not desirve to delay the Flouse, but I
want to add a few words in reference io
the Department of Native Affairs. First, T
congratulate the Government upon the im-
proved conditions that it has made
available for the medical inspection and
attention to the health of natives, particu-
larly in the northern part of the State.
There are native hospitals at Wyndham,
Broome and Munja, and a leprosarinm at
Derby that is second to none. If those
people who level so mneh erificism against
the Government on the score of neglect of the
natives fook the trouble to visit those places,
they would have little or no room for eriti-
cism. A medical officer has been appointed
to travel thronghout the State and inspeet
natives for various dizeases. Members will
appreciate that for one medical officer to do
all that is necessary in such a large State is
impossible. Though the whole problem has
not vet heen cleaned up, conditions have
heen improved to a considerable extent, and
I hope that in the conrse of time the medical
officer will be able to effect still further im-
provements.

The Minister, when introdueing the Esti-
mates, said there were certain managers and
honorary inspectors in the North-West. In
my opinion, the depavtment is still short of
a necessary offiecer to assist in the work,
namely, a travelling inspector. When the
Act was amended in 1936, provision was
made for a travelling inspeetor, and one was
appointed, but after approximately six
months his services in that capaeity were
dispensed with and he was transferred to the
station of which he had formerly been in
charge. If an efficient officer were appointed,
mueh could be done for the benefit of the
natives, and the department would be saved
quite a large amount of money. His duties
wonld eonsist of altending to the half-caste
population, whieh is beeoming quite a prob-
lem in Broome, and he could aet as an em-
plovment officer. He would he able to re-
move much of the misunderstanding that
exists between the Commissioner of Native
Affairs and the emplovers who wish to utilise
some of the half-easte population for work
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on  their stations. There wonld be ample
work for this officer to do, and he would
justify his salary if he did nothing beyond
establishing closor contact between cm-
ployers and the Commissioner. 1 do not
wish fo  be drawn into a criticism of the
Commissioner.

The Minister for Justice: We did have a
travelling inspector.

Mr. COVERLEY : But he was expected to
carry out the duties of travelling inspector
while holding the office of manager of the
Moola Bulla station, which is a thousand
miles from Broome. Tle is a most capable
station manager and has done exeellent work
for the Government during the last 15 or 20
years. It was not right to take him from
that position and make him travelling in-
spector. He is now definitely back at Moola
Bulla station, angd the office of travelling in-
spector is vaeant. That position should be
filled as soon as possible, and I hope my sug-
geostion will e passed on to the Chief Sec-
retary. I repeat that if this official did
nothing more than clarify the position of the
half-caste and establish closer contact be-
tween the employers and the half-caste popu-
lation, he would have earned his salary.

Before the Act was amended in 1936 quite
half-a-dozen half-caste boys were employed in
ordinary seamen’s duties on the pearling
luggers, but since the passing of the amend-
ment empowering the Commissioner to pro-
hibit any single half-easte boy from being
employed on a seagoing vessel, he has re-
fused permits to pearlers to employ half-
caste boys. Those six half-caste boys have
been thrown out of employment, and will
now be a charge upon the State until the
Commissioner reverses his deeision and
granis permils for their re-employment.
Something similar has ocenrred with female
half-castes. A number of these girls were em-
ployed in eool drink shops, for which they re-
eeived prohably £1 a week and their keep.
Sinee the passing of the amending Aect the
Commissioner has refused them permission to
carry on thosc duties, and they, too, have be-
eome a charge on the State. If we had a
travelling inspector with a knowledge of
what is required, he would be ahle to per-
form valuable service, help the Commissioner
to see reason, and assist those half-caste
people to earn a living.

There is another justification for the
appointment of a travelling inspector.
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When the Act was amended, permission was
given to the half-castes to apply for exemp-
tion from the Aet. When a half-caste de-
sires exemption he has to write to the Com-
missioner, and has to wait probably six to 12
months while the Commissioner malkes all
sorts of inquivies to determine whether the
applieant is a it and proper person to re-
ceive exemption. A travelling inspector,
with authority to act, or even without sueh
authority, would be able to eollate the infor-
mation and help the half-caste to obtain
exemption much more expeditionsly than is
possible at present. I think one of the ob-
jeets of the amending Act was to uplift half-
castes [rom the aboriginal state and assist
them to live aecording to white standards.
We would he deing a service to the half-caste
population if we appointed a travelling in-
spector to assist in getting employment and
obtaining exemption for those people.

The Minister told us that the revenue from
the Government stations had not been as
great as previously on aceount of drought.
Of coursc drought affects cattle stations zs
well as agricultural arcas, but I believe that
the drought referred to by the department
applied to the growing of peanuts at Munja.
Suceessful erops of peanuts have been grown
on the native reserve there, but the industry
has heen handieapped throngh having no
facilities to convey the peanuts to the metro-
politan market.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Have they tried sell-
ing them to the natives?

Mr. COVERLEY: I do not think the
natives buy them; they help themselves. I
do not blame them for doing so.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Neither do I

Mr, COVERLEY: Since the -establish-
ment of agrienltural activities ai Munja, the
natives have learnt to take watermelon and
other seeds and plant them round their vari-
ous water holes. The resalt is that now,
when they go on their “pink eyes,” they
have the benefit of fruit and vegetahles. The
inerease in the edueational standards of the
natives from this point of view hecomes
more apparent year by vear. The phase T
want to stress to the Minister is that at pre-
sent the peanut crop at Munja represents
between 20 and 30 tons per annum, The
peanuts are eonveyed to Broome by a lug-
ger that ean carry three tons per trip and
makes one trip per month. It takes quite a
time before the whole crop ean be trans-
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ported to the metropolitan market. When
the first six or eight tons of peanuts are mar-
keted, they bring a fair price. Then the
Queensland and Chinese nuts make their ap-
pearance on the metropolitan market, with the
result that by the time the balance of the
Munja peanuts are available, there is a glut,
and reduced prices rule. That difliculty
could ®e overcome if the crop could be
marketed earlier so as to avoid the eom-
petition of the Queensland and Chinese nuts.
If that could be done, the financial resulis
would be much improved.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.14 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chaiv at 1.3
P, and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
veceived and read notifying assent fo the
following Bills:—

1, Geraldton Sailors and Soldiers’ Mem-

orial Institute (Trust Properviv Dis-
position}.
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2, Mullewa Road Board Loan Rate,

3, Pensioners (Rates Ezemption) Act
Amendment.

4, University Building.

QUESTION—SOLDIERS' INSTITUTE.
Teuse to Australian Broadeasting
Commission,

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What portion of the old Soldiers’
Institute in Stirling Square is leased by the
State Gardens Board to the Australian
Broadeasting Commission? 2, What is the
period of the lease? 3, What is the rental
paid under the lease by the Australian
Broadeasting Comimission?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Fxactly the same as the returned soldiers
oceupied. 2, Three years, with an additional
two vears' option. 3, £830 per annum.

BILL—MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. J. Nicholson and read
a first time.

MOTION—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT.

To Disnliow Regulatioi.

Debate resumed from the 27th October nn
the following motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter
(East)}-—

That regulution No. 1%, made under the
Workers? Compensation Act, 1912-1934, as pub-
lished in the © Government Gazette’’ on the
A0th September, 1838, and 1nid on the Table of
the Hous: on the 12t October, 1938, he and ia
hereby disallowed,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. k.
H. Gray—West} [+.38]: The motion secks
the disallowance of regulation No. 19 made
under the Workers® Compensation Aef and
published in the “Government Guzette” of
the 30th September last.  That regulation
deals with the payment of weckly compen-
sation to a worker totally or partially in-
capncitated for work as a result of injury.
Although the First Schedule preseribes the
amount of weekly compensation payable to
an injured worker, the regulations have not
previously required such weekly payments
to be made ns and when they acerue and be-



